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F O R E WO R D   W E L C O M E

n BY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DIDIER REYNDERS

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Belgium. Located at the crossroads of the Latin and Germanic worlds, our 
country has been for more than 50 years home to the main institutions of the European Union (EU) and of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). These have attracted in turn numerous public and private agencies, 
think tanks, lobby groups and civil society organizations. Their presence, flourishing on our tradition of openness 
and fast connections to locations all over Europe and further away, have made  also of our capital Brussels one 
of the largest community of foreign journalists in the world. 

Your work here is important. From the foundation of our nation in 1830 to today, press freedom has always 
been a cornerstone of our democracy. Vibrant independent media, both online and offline are essential for the 
fulfilment of the values which guide our country as well as the EU and NATO. 

I hope you will feel at home at the Residence Palace, an iconic Art Deco building in the heart of Brussels’ 
European district which hosts the International Press Centre. Among many other activities, the Press Centre 
will facilitate your contacts with your colleagues and with the sources necessary for your work. As such, this 
infrastructure is also a contribution to an independent and well-informed press. 

It will not take you long to start exploring the city beyond the Schuman Square. There is so much to discover 
or enjoy whatever your interests: culture, nature, food, sports, fashion or history. I trust this guide will provide 
you also with all the useful and practical information that you will need to settle and get going. Belgium has a 
long-standing tradition of hosting foreigners. Our labour market, medical services and social security provisions 

are mindful of your specific needs. You will find out also that our country offers an exceptional high standard of 
living for expatriates and their families, with first-class healthcare, high-quality housing at affordable prices and 
an excellent education system with many international schools.  

I wish you a fulfilling professional live in Brussels, and count on you to unveil – and why not contribute to? – the 
many intriguing, creative and charming sides of our country. 

    Didier Reynders
    Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

n BY API-IPA PRESIDENT TOM WEINGÄRTNER 

Home to a thousand foreign correspondents, Brussels is a world media hub. European and other international 
institutions including NATO and numerous multinational companies as well as Belgium itself are clear reasons 
why we report from Brussels. And as elsewhere, with the financial crisis hitting traditional foreign correspondents 
working for newspapers, agencies and TV stations, Brussels too has seen an ever growing presence of new 
media in the so-called capital of Europe. Correspondents from traditional news organisations have been joined 
by an increasing number of freelance journalists seeking out news stories. The Brussels media scene is busier 
than ever.
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With working conditions becoming tougher for many colleagues, the International Press Association (API-IPA) 
and the International Press Center Residence Palace as counterpart of the Belgian federal government are 
providing both newly arrived, visiting and long-standing correspondents with practical information and support. 
The splendid art nouveau building has important facilities at its disposal to organise the free flow of information: 
offices to be rented by correspondents, meeting rooms for press conferences and other events, working facilities 
for journalists such as computers, wireless as well as a comfortable restaurant. API-IPA and the team of 
Residence Palace have been working together for over 15 years coming up with new solutions and improved 
working conditions for journalists.

API-IPA is the voice of Brussels-based journalists. We work together closely with the European institutions, NATO 
and Belgian authorities smoothing out difficulties and making life easier for foreign correspondents, whether as 
a group or individually. We are part of the ongoing debate on fundamental questions to our profession such as 
press freedom, relations between media and institutions and reporters’ independence. These and other subjects 
are raised in so-called API Hour meetings taking place in Residence Palace regularly.

This guide will offer you a whole set of essential information, from useful contact details across European 
institutions, NATO, Belgian institutions and civil society to practical advice on settling, living and working in 
Brussels.

Thanks to continuing commitment by Belgian federal authorities, who provide API-IPA and the international 
press corps with the necessary infrastructure, Residence Palace has consolidated its position as the main media 
home in Brussels. The extensive facilities for journalists are proof of ongoing and encouraging development.
We give a special thanks to former ANSA news agency reporter and honorary president of Journalists at Your 
Service (J@YS) Maria Laura Franciosi for organising the traditional newcomers seminars twice a year, in 
Spring and Autumn.

If you are a newcomer to Brussels, we hope you take advantage of the next opportunity to follow the newcomers’ 
seminar. Do not hesitate, also, to contact Martine Joos in our office on the second floor of Residence Palace. 
She is ready to answer your questions and to receive your application for API-IPA membership every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 9:30 am to 1 pm.

      Tom Weingärtner
      API-IPA president

 🎤🎤 Office space for journalists as of 10 m²  
up to 1500 m²

 🎤🎤 6 month contract possible

 🎤🎤 Multiple international media  
organisations and news agencies  
in the building

 🎤🎤 Close to the European institutions 

 🎤🎤 Co-working space for journalists
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G E T T I N G  S TA RT E D   G E N E R A L  A DV I C E

Welcome to Brussels. We hope you will find this 
‘Journalist’s Guide to Brussels’ a useful tool. Whether 
you have just arrived or whether you are a hard-boiled 
veteran of the Brussels press corps, you should find 
something here to help you in the course of your work.

We take you through such practicalities as getting 
around town and gaining accreditation through to 
events of interest to journalists and how to wind 
down at the end of the day – or even escape for the 
weekend. At the heart of this guide are our unique, 
extensive lists of contacts that you may find helpful 
as you seek to report on the goings on in the city and 
its many institutions.

n SETTLING DOWN

When you arrive in Brussels for the first time, there 
are three things you have to do before you can start 
your new assigment as a foreign correspondent in the 
capital of Europe. Find a place to live, register with 
your ‘commune’ – your local authority, and arrange 
your accreditations to the main institutions.

House hunting

In a city with tens of thousands of international eu-
rocrats, diplomats, lobbyists, politicians and business 
people with mostly shortterm contracts, you can 

expect a large offering of rental houses and apart-
ments. At any given moment there are hundreds 
of places available in all price categories, although 
renting in Brussels on average is not cheap. Expect 
to pay 750 euros a month for a simple one-bedroom 
apartment, up to 2000 euros for more spacious and 
luxurious dwellings. The closer you get to the city cen-
tre or the European quarter, the higher the rent. Besides 
many commercial real estate agents, that can show 
you around, there are several independent websites 
giving an overview of what is available. To name a few: 
immoweb.be, immo.vlan.be, xpats.com, expatriates.
com. A nice initiative of the Flemish community are 
special tours by bus or bike with a guide who will show 

you the various neighborhoods and the type of housing 
available there (woneninbrussel.be – only in Dutch).

Registering

As soon as you have found a place to live and have 
signed the contract you have to register with the local 
administration. Know that Brussels is not one city, but 
consists of 19 municipalities, each with its own ad-
ministration and its own city hall. Only one of them 
is officially called Brussels, the others each have their 
own name, like Ixelles, Etterbeek, Schaerbeek or Sint 
Jans Molenbeek. But for the sake of ‘simplicity’ (or 
not...), the whole is still called Brussels. So you have to 

Jean-Claude Juncker, answering the journalists’ questions 
© European Union , 2016, Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Etienne Ansotte
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go to the townhall of the municipality where your new 
accommodation is located, and only to the Brussels city 
hall if you really live in inner Brussels city itself.

You must submit a registration application, after 
which you will receive an invitation to an appointment 
at which you can get a residence card. This is impor-
tant, since you will need this card in order to enter 
into a contract for the supply of electricity or gas, or 
to get a phone and internet connection. Registration 
also has tax implications, since in general you pay tax 
where you live. And then, a few weeks after you have 
registered, a neighborhood policemen will come to 
your new home to check that you indeed live there.

More info on the procedure can be found on www.
brussels.be/artdet.cfm/4945 (for Brussels City, 
but similar rules apply in all other municipalities – for 
that visit the website of that commune).

n ACCREDITATION

In the meantime it is time to get your press accred-
itations in order, because without them you can not 
properly work as a correspondent. It may take weeks 
and sometimes months before you have arranged all 
accreditations, so it is wise to start on time. Fortu-
nately, most of the work can now be done online, but 
practically everywhere you are asked for your resi-
dence card, so you really need to arrange that first.

Accreditation to the EU
Journalists who want regular access to the EU in-
stitutions – the European Commission, the Council 

of the European Union and the European Parlia-
ment – need to be accredited. These three institu-
tions together issue an inter-institutional press card, 
the so-called ‘yellow badge’. It gives access to the 
main buildings of those institutions and identifies the 
holder as an accredited correspondent.
Occasional visiting journalists can get ad hoc accred-
itation for a single visit – for instance to attend one 
ministerial meeting or an EU summit – or for a short 
extended period. More information about that below.

n EUROPEAN COMMISSION
 PERMANENT ACCREDITATION 

The inter-institutional card is issued by the Europe-
an Commission on behalf of the other institutions. 
The card is valid for one year and is renewable. It 
provides access to the press areas of the three insti-
tutions and their restaurants, with more freedom to 
move around the European Parliament both in Brus-
sels and Strasbourg. It also allows the press to enter 
other EU bodies, such as the European Economic and 
Social Committee or the Committee of the Regions.

For information about the procedure you can contact 
Danielle Coulonval at the accreditation desk of the 
European Commission.

☏	+32 2 299 01 70
@ COMM-PRESS-ACCREDITATIONS@ec.eu-
ropa.eu

The application must be done online. Start at this 
website, where all details are explained: 

w https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-euro-
pean-commission/contact/press-services/
media-accreditation/annual-media-accredita-
tion-eu-institutions_en

Documents needed
• Accreditation letter from the editor-in-chief
 (from the HQ of the media)
• Passport or, for EU nationals, identity card
• National press card
• Proof of residence in Belgium 
• Two passport photographs
 These documents have to be uploaded online.

Occasional visitors
Journalists who only need access on a specific day 
can access the Commission press room by contacting 
the ‘press room’ team by e-mail: 
comm-pressroom-team@ec.europea.eu
with 24-hours notice.

n EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

If you only want access to the European Parliament 
premises in Brussels and/or Strasbourg and/or Lux-
embourg, and do not need the inter-institutional card, 
you can get a special EP accreditation. There is a 
short term accreditation for single visits, or an annual 
accreditation. For details about how to apply go to

w http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/
en/press-room/accreditation

For more information contact

Efthalia Arvaniti
☏	+32 2 284 25 55
@ media.accreditation@europarl.europa.eu

Photographers and cameramen need a special re-
cording permit to be able to operate within the Euro-
pean Parliament buildings.

n COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

The Council of the EU admits journalists accredited 
to the other EU institutions only to the press area 
and the restaurant. To gain access to other areas one 
must be accompanied by a staff member.
Journalists who do not have the inter-institutional 
card but want to attend a single (ministerial) meeting 
can apply for a one-day accreditation. That can be 
obtained from the security desk at the entrance to 
the press centre. Bring a valid ID or passport, a valid 
press card or a letter signed by the editor-in-chief of 
your media organisation that confirms your status as 
a journalist and states which event you are covering.

Presidency and Summits
Journalists requiring access to European Council 
summits and other special high-level meetings need 
a separate accreditation, even if they hold the in-
ter-institutional press card. The application has to be 
done online. All information about the procedure  and 
the required documents to be uploaded online can 
be found here: http://www.consilium.europa.
eu/en/press/accreditation.
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Journalists who need to cover summits in Brussels 
on a regular basis can apply for a special badge, 
valid for one year. It makes separate accreditation 
requests no longer necessary. A security check by 
the Belgian authorities is part of the procedure. For 
summits and ministerial meetings that take place in 
the country that holds the rotating EU-presidency, 
a special accreditation is needed. Information can 
be found on a special website of that country, that 
normally is in operation from one month before the 
presidency starts.

This gives access to the press center and the public 
spaces of the NATO headquarters in Brussels-Evere. 
The card is valid for one year and is renewable. There 
are special conditions for online media.

For all information and to request permanent accred-
itation go to http://my.hq.nato.int to create a pro-
file and provide all the required documents: a letter 
from your editor-in-chief, your passport/ID, a press 
card and a photograph.

You can also be accredited for specific NATO events, 
like ministerial meetings, in which case you have to 
bring your national press card and passport to the 
NATO headquarters entrance for daily accreditation.
More info about NATO on page 89.

Contact
NATO Press Service
H	Boulevard Léopold III 1110 Evere
☏	+32 2 707 50 41
@ natoaccreditations@hq.nato.int

n ACCREDITATION TO THE BELGIAN
AUTHORITIES

Obtained through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This 
procedure can take several months. The accreditation 
document allows entry into all Belgian institutions.
1. Start with applying for a temporary press card 
(valid for six months) issued by the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. Contact the press department to arrange 
an appointment.

Veerle VAN BEVER
@ Veerle.vanbever@diplobel.fed.be

Foreign Affairs Press Department
H	Rue des Petits Carmes 15
 1000 Brussels
☏	+32 2 501 84 07
@ presse@diplobel.fed.be
w https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/News-
room/journalists_corner/accreditation

You need to bring
• Passport (+ type D visa) or, for nationals
 of an EU country, your ID card
• Accreditation document proving that you are 
 appointed as a correspondent to Belgium
•  National press card
• Two passport photographs
The temporary press pass is generally valid for six 
months. It can be renewed when you have applied 
for registration in your ‘commune’ (the Belgian lo-
cal authority) and for the permanent press card at 
API-IPA, the Association de la Presse Internationale/ 
International Press Association.

2. Permanent Press Card
The permanent press card, valid for five years, is 
issued by the Ministry of the Interior but your appli-
cation has to be done through API-IPA. 

Contact secretary Martine JOOS from 10.00h to 
13.00h, only on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Please call for an appointment. 

H	Résidence Palace. Room 2224, 2nd floor 
 Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏	+32 2 235 22 24
@ info@api-ipa.eu. 

Documents needed
• Declaration from your director/editor-in-chief  
 certifying that you are appointed as a
 correspondent in Belgium and a document 
 proving that you have been working as a
 journalist for at least two years (for freelancers,  
 proof of remuneration in the last two years 
 must be produced).
• Copy of the temporary press pass
• Copy of the residence certificate delivered by 
 the commune (municipality) where you live
• Copy of your passport or the birth certificate 
 from your country
• Two passport photographs

Belgian law stipulates that the permanent accredi-
tation will be granted by the Belgian authorities only 
to professional journalists. A consultative committee 
made up of API-IPA delegates under the chairman-
ship of a Belgian magistrate scrutinizes the applica-
tions and gives an advice to a committee made up 
of Belgian journalists. The final decision is then made 
by the authorities which causes the whole process to 
be often quite lengthy.

Press Card benefits 
• Members of API-IPA or of the Belgian 

n CODES OF CONDUCT
The European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of the European 
Union each have their own Code of Conduct for 
journalists, detaling what is allowed and what 
not in the press and non-public areas on their 
premises. These codes have been drawn up in 
consultation with API-IPA. You can find them 
all at www.api-ipa.org under ‘What – Quoi’.

n NATO
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

Media representatives with an official residence in Bel-
gium and who are accredited as media by the Belgian 
authorities or have a valid press card issued by a rec-
ognised national professional body of a NATO country, 
may request a permanent NATO Media Accreditation. 

A C C R E D I TAT I O N   G E N E R A L  A DV I C E
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 journalists’ unions can get a special card for 
 the Belgian railways (SNCB/NMBS) which 
 allows for free train travel in second class
 within Belgium, and enjoy reductions on 
 travel on buses and tramways of TEC, the 
 public transport company in the French 
 speaking part of Belgium. No reductions 
 are provided for journalists on international 
 trains such as Thalys, Eurostar, ICE, etc.
• The card provides up to 24-hours free parking 
 at Brussels National Airport, but you must 
 pay any outstanding amount at the manned 
 ticket office before picking up your vehicle. 
• The press card entitles the holder to a 50% 
 reduction on business full fares on Brussels 
 Airlines flights.

• For journalists from non-EU countries the 
 permanent press card serves as working 
 permit, required by the communes, and 
 to be renewed every year.

International Press Card
The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) 
issues an international press card for members of 
affiliated national journalists organisations. While this 
card is widely recognised and useful in many coun-
tries, it does not give any added benefits to journalists 
working in Belgium.

Accreditation refused?
If you are refused journalist accreditation, which is 
fairly rare, contact API-IPA for assistance. In general, 

n FACTS ABOUT THE BRUSSELS PRESS CORPS

• Over 1300 media professionals were ultimo 2017 registered as accredited foreign
 correspondents in Brussels. Of them about 900 are journalists for radio, tv, written and online   
 press. The others are photographers, cameramen, producers and technicians. 
 Not all of them are foreigners: there are around 350 Belgian media personnel working for   
 international news organisations, especially the AV-media.
• These foreign correspondents represent more than 450 news organisations and come from 
 almost 60 countries from all corners of the world, from Kazachstan to Mexico, from Senegal 
 to Japan, from China to the US, and of course from (almost) every European nation.
• Besides the large Belgian contingent, the biggest group are the Germans with over 150,
 followed by the British, French, Spanish, Italians and Dutch.
• The biggest foreign news organisation in Brussels are the combined German public 
 broadcasting organisations, followed by US/German Politico, Chinese Xinhua, ThomsonReuters,  
 the BBC and Euronews. The biggest single media employer however is Belgian tv-production   
 company Videohouse which – with over 70 cameramen, producers and AV-technicians 
 provides services for many national and international TV-stations.
• Politico, the Financial Times, the Economist and the BBC are the media most read by EU officials,  
 members of the European Parliament and other ‘fonctionnaires’, maybe not surprising in 
 these Brexit-times.
• There were at the end of 2017 twice as many male correspondents than female – 68 vs. 32 %
• Over 200 journalists (or 16 %) are freelancers, a percentage that is steadily increasing.
• The Brussels journalist with the largest following on Twitter, is Frenchman Jean Quatremer 
 (Libération), who has almost 140.000 fans. 

A C C R E D I TAT I O N   G E N E R A L  A DV I C E

© European Union , 2015, Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Frédéric Latinis

objections tend to come from the Belgian authorities. 
The European Commission might object only if it has 
doubts about the media you work for or believes that 
you do not require regular access to the EU insti-
tutions, either because you do not live in Belgium 
or only enter infrequently. Another reason for refusal 
might be that the special committee in charge of vet-
ting requests – in which API-IPA also participates – 

believes that the applicant is more a lobbyist than a 
journalist. Bona fide journalists can still access the 
press facilities on an ad hoc basis after contacting the 
Commission press service with 24 hours notice and 
on presentation of a valid press card and passport/
ID. API-IPA is trying to make sure the same criteria 
are applied at both the European and Belgian levels.
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n API-IPA (Association de la Presse Interna-
tionale/International Press Association)

API-IPA, co-publisher of this guide, is an independ-
ent association of journalists run by journalists. It was 
founded in 1975. It’s main aim is to defend the rights 
and professional interests of foreign journalists in 
Brussels. It is the only organisation of foreign cor-
respondents in Belgium recognised by the European 
institutions, NATO and the Belgian authorities as their 
interlocutor. API-IPA assists journalists in obtaining 
the official Belgian press card, and participates in the 
accreditation procedure of the European institutions.
API-IPA has a strong partnership with the Interna-
tional Press Center Résidence Palace (see below), 
where its office is located, and together they organize 

activities like regular ‘API Hour’ briefings on a variety 
of current issues. It has established a Solidarity Fund 
for colleagues in particular distress.

The association is governed by the API Council, 
consisting of representatives of the various national 
groups among its members, and the API Bureau for 
day-to-day business. API-IPA does not receive any 
public subsidies and depends totally on the contri-
bution of its members; Council and Bureau members 
work on a voluntary basis. API membership currently 
costs €120 a year for full-time journalists and €70 
for freelancers and retired (but still active) corre-
spondents. 

H	Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 235 22 24 
@ info@api-ipa.org • www.api-ipa.org

President
Tom Weingärtner
@ president@api-ipa.org
Secretary-general
Hans de Bruijn
@ secgen@api-ipa.org
General information
@ info@api-ipa.org
w www.api-ipa.org 

n RESIDENCE PALACE INTERNATIONAL  
 PRESS CENTRE 

The International Press Centre Residence Palace, the 
other co-publisher of this guide, is operated by the 
federal Belgian authorities and is a the main confer-
ence venue for journalists, policymakers, researchers 
and communications experts. It has rental facilities for 
meetings up to a few hundred people, a press working 
area, a bar and restaurant. Many international media 
organisations have their officies in the building. 

API also runs Journalists At Your Service 
(J@YS), its subsection that deals with sup-
porting and providing practical information 
especially to newcomers among the foreign 
correspondents. Twice a year – usually in april 
and november – API-IPA and J@YS organ-
ise organise ‘newcomers briefings’ in which 
spokespersons from the EU institutions, NATO 
and other international organisations talk 
about the workings of their press services and 
organisations, while experts explain the intri-
cacies of the Belgian fiscal and social security 
system. Journalists who have been accredited 
in the previous half year automatically receive 
an invitation. 

The Residence Palace will also provide the necessary 
infrastructure for an International Media Club Lounge 
which will be operated by API-IPA and should open 
sometime in 2018.

H	Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 235 21 11
@ info@residencepalace.be
w www.residencepalace.be 

INFO@RESIDENCEPALACE.BE
WWW.RESIDENCEPALACE.BE
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n INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
 OF JOURNALISTS (IFJ)

The IFJ is the world’s largest international umbrella 
organisation of journalists. First established in 1926, 
it was relaunched in 1946 and again, in its pres-
ent form, in 1952. Today, the federation represents 
more than 600,000 members in 140 countries. The 
IFJ promotes international action to defend press 
freedom and social justice through strong, free and 
independent trade unions of journalists. It also issues, 
through its member associations, a worldwide recog-
nized international press card.

H	Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 235 22 00
@ ifj@ifj.org 
w www.ifj.org 

n EUROPEAN FEDERATION
 OF JOURNALISTS (EFJ)

The EFJ is the European division of the International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ). Its members are un-
ions or associations of journalists, making the EFJ 
Europe’s largest organisation of journalists represent-
ing about 250,000 journalists in over 30 countries.

H	Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155 
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 235 22 00 
@ efj@ifj.org
w http://europe.ifj.org

n BELGIAN JOURNALIST UNIONS

The (in Dutch) ‘Algemene Vereniging van Beroeps-
journalisten in België’ (AVBB), or (in French) ‘L’Asso-
ciation Générale des Journalistes professionnels de 
Belgique (AGJPB) is the umbrella organisation of the 
two main Belgian unions of journalists.

The Vlaamse Vereniging van Journalisten (VVJ) 
is its Flemish ‘wing’, defending the rights of the 
journalists working for Dutch-speaking media. The 
Association des Journalistes Professionnels 
(AJP) is its French-spreaking counterpart. These as-
sociations are located in the Huis van de Journalist/
Maison des Journalistes.

H	Rue de la Senne/Zennestraat 21
 1000 Bruxelles
VVJ 
☏ +32 2 777 08 40
@ info@journalist.be
w www.journalist.be 
AJP 
☏ +32.2 777 08 60
@ info@ajp.be
w www.ajp.be 

n EUROPEAN JOURNALISM CENTRE

The EJC is an independent, non-profit training centre 
founded in 1992 in Maastricht. It aims to promote 
the highest standards in journalism. Relying on its 
extensive network of journalism trainers, experts and 
media specialists, the EJC offers short, intensive 
seminars for journalists across Europe and beyond.

H	Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 235 23 44
w www.ejc.net • info@ejc.net

n NATIONAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS 
(NUJ)

The Brussels branch of the UK’s National Union of 
Journalists (NUJ) has about 100 members working 
as staff and freelance journalists, reporters, corre-

spondents, editors, photographers, broadcasters and 
PR professionals. The branch has an e-mail network 
that reaches members across Europe, disseminating 
up-to-the-minute information and work opportunities.
w www.nujcec.org/brussels

n PRESS CLUB BRUSSELS EUROPE

Although not a media organisation itself, the Press 
Club Brussels Europe is a meeting place for Belgian 
and international journalists offering a series of 
events and cultural activities relevant to the media 
working in Brussels. It is a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Press Clubs (IAPC). Areas with-
in the club can be hired by members for their own 
events. The PCBE issues a yearly membership card to 
resident and visiting foreign journalists.

H	Rue Froissart 95
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 201 37 05
@ secretary@pressclub.be  
w www. pressclub.be

M E D I A  A S S O C I AT I O N S   M E D I A  B R U S S E L S
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n POLITICO

This US based publication has formed a joint venture 
with the German publishing house Axel Springer and 
has a Brussels office with the largest staff, covering 
news from every corner of the European capital. It 
has a weekly newspaper and a website. Topstories 
on the website are free, but some content is for sub-
scribers only.

☏ +32 2 540 90 90 
@ editorial@politico.eu
w www.politico.eu

n AGENCE EUROPE
Daily update on EU news. Written in a somewhat 
bureaucratic style, Agence Europe covers everything 
– from the humblest NGO press release to European 
Councils. In French and English. Available by sub-
scription only.

☏ +32 2 737 94 94
@ info@agenceurope.com
w www.agenceurope.com

n PARLIAMENT MAGAZINE

Fortnightly magazine about EU affairs, focusing 
largely on the activities of the European Parliament.
w www.theparliamentmagazine.com

n EUROPEAN WIDE NEWS CHANNELS

EURONEWS

Euronews is the only pan-European news station reg-
ularly broadcasting news reports and features about 
the EU. Its half-hourly news bulletin has comprehen-
sive coverage of European affairs. It is managed by 
one of the main European public broadcasting TV 
authorities and receives European Commission fund-
ing. Headquartered in Lyon, France. 

w www.euronews.com/programs/brus-
sels-bureau

EUROPE BY SATELLITE 

Covers all main European Union events live, in-
cluding daily briefings and provides free of charge 

photographs, audiovisual material and services for 
the media. 
w http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs

w www.natochannel.tv

NATO’s own television channel dedicated to NATO 
events and briefings.

w www.europarltv.europa.eu

The European Parliament’s own TV channel, broad-
casting all events from the parliament in Brussels and 
Strasbourg.

Launch of the application developed by the EMM-API 
for the journalists © European Union, 2014, 

Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Etienne Ansotte

n NEW EUROPE

Weekly newspaper with political and business news 
from all over Europe.
@ info@neweurope.eu
w www.neweurope.eu

n WEB-BASED INFORMATION SOURCES 

w www.euobserver.com

Launched in 2000, Euobserver provides a broad 
and balanced coverage of EU affairs. Very much an 
insiders’ source, Euobserver has monthly topical sec-
tions and investigative reports on issues that are not 
on the every-day agenda.  

w www.euractiv.com

EurActiv.com is a media portal fully dedicated to 
EU affairs. It provides a good roundup of much Brus-
sels news and links to other sites and background 
information.

w www.bbc.co.uk/news

Regularly updated and free of charge, the BBC 
News website is the most extensive in the world. 
It contains a Europe section with a daily European 
press review. 
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A  S H O RT  G U I D E  TO  L A Z Y  E U  J O U R N A L I S M   M E D I A  B R U S S E L S

How not to do it: 20 invaluable tongue in cheek tips for your career in EU journalism, 
from communication professional Andreas Müllerleile (andreas@policylab.eu). 

n 1  Not sure how the EU works or what institutions are involved? –> Just write “Brussels”.
n 2  Germany is generally seen as important in EU politics and journalists know how to frame it: If 
 Germany is active in a certain policy domain just write something about “German dominance” and 
 if you work for British newspaper add some subtle references to the war. If Germany is passive in
 a given policy area just write that Germany abandons the EU and it clearly adopted a unilateral  
 strategy, if you work for a British newspaper you could add something about the war.
n 3  Found a short reference in a paper which talks about your country? –> Is is an evil plan 
 to undermine democracy.
n 4  General rule: No need to distinguish between different European institutions and organisations. 
 Who cares whether it is the Council of Europe, the European Council, the Council of the EU, 
 the European Commission, the Court of Justice of the European Union or the European Court 
 of Human Rights . –> Just write something about eurocrats and unelected foreign European 
 judges interfering with your beloved country.
n 5  You are in Brussels and there are several events happening at the same time? –> Well, this is 
 a clear sign that the EU does not address the important issues! (Important issue = event you attend).
n 6  Unsure what is happening in the EU? –> Don’t bother ringing someone in Brussels. Just make  
 something up about bananas or recycle a story you read half a year ago. If you are ambitious 
 call the press department of one of the parties in your capital or use a recent party pamphlet.
n 7  Did you come across a controversial statement or an opinion of an MEP or any national MP?  
 –> Start your article with “EU plans to…” or “Country X wants to…” Any MEP or committee 
 must be prefaced by “senior,” “influential” or “key” as long as he/she/it says something   
 confrontational.
n 8  Facts are overrated. Don’t bother checking the original EU policy documents. There is no need
 to understand differences between white or green papers, a report or a regulation or a directive.
 It is much easier to write about ‘crazy ideas of EU bureaucrats’. If you have an idea for a good EU  
 story don’t let facts ruin it. Plus, nobody will check if a EU story is true. Everyone knows that the
 EU is boring and evil. Moreover, the single aim of the EU is to produce unnessary regulation  
 (generally known as ‘red tape”).
n 9  Use “EU bureaucrats” or “Brussels bureaucrats” as often as possible. A more experienced lazy journalist 
 would simply refer to ‘Eurocrats‘. Useful adjectives in this context include “unelected”, “unaccountable”,  
 “corrupt”, “highly-paid”, “highly-pensioned”, “lazy”. This list is not exhaustive and be adapted to your  
 journalistic needs. You may also use “EU official” or “EU representative” especially if you follow rule 4.

n 10 Don’t mention that ministers might have a veto over EU policy –> Just write about how the
 EU destroys national sovereignty.
n 11 You think that the EU is a bit too complex and everything takes a bit too long? –> Well just focus  
 on zero sum games especially during summits. One country wins, one country looses. That is life.  
 That’s the EU. Simples.
n 12 A good headline is key. So always go for the pun or the the odd ‘eurocrats’, ‘empire’ reference.
 And the fight is always between europhiles and eurosceptics. Keep that in mind.
n 13 Symbols are more important than substance. Stories about what people had for breakfast or dinner,  
 something about flags or anthems are great examples. Always mix personal stories about EU leaders  
 with national prejudices. You will be surprised: it always works.
n 14 EU funding is always a great story. There is corruption, waste and funny projects. However, do not  
 mention that projects need co-financing. Also do not try to look at the positive examples, it would  
 just spoil the story. Anyway, EU money is by definition a bad thing. So, don’t try to explain why
 EU funding exists in the first place.
n 15 The EU budget as well as the budget negotiations provide many interesting options for lazy journalists.  
 You could write that the EU books have not been signed off for years — without mentioning the 
 auditing rules. Or you could write something about how much money your country pays to be in 
 the EU — without mentioning that it may get something back. Don’t make the mistake to link to any  
 official cost-benefit calculation. Because if they exist they are must be wrong, if they don’t exist it is  
 generally a conspiracy. Rather use a statement from another newspaper or dodgy think tank. Just 
 don’t ask any questions. Never think about what the EU could do with the money, just assume that  
 “Brussels wastes all the money it gets”. Budget negotiations are zero sum games, so rule 11 applies.  
 There is no such thing as the “European interest”.
n 16 The single market means competition which might include foreign companies winning tenders 
 in your country. If that happens just focus on the foreign element of that company. Make some  
 claims about corruption. Write about how many jobs will be lost. No need to mention that new jobs  
 will be created. If you are an ambitious lazy journalist write about how EU competition laws are  
 made to destroy your local economy.
n 17  Don’t bother learning a foreign language. It is not useful in EU journalism. You can always rely on  
 international news agencies.
n 18 Subscribe to all ‘think tanks’ and ‘business associations’ which are highly regarded among your  
 colleagues. From time to time, just ‘write’ (copy/paste) short articles. Don’t include links to your sources.
n 19 Context is overrated. Headlines are more important. Just go for the best quotes — no context needed.  
 If you have a great quote from last week, you can still use it. No need to check whether current  
 events have moved on.
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M E D I A  R E S O U R C E S   

n BASIC MEDIA GROUND RULES

With so many journalists active in Brussels from different countries and media traditions, it is 
important that everyone (reporters, spokespeople, politicians, officials, audiovisual media and 
photographers) understands clearly the ‘langauage code’ used by the European Commission and 
other EU institutions, in agreement with API-IPA, to communicate with the press. What is meant by 
terms such as on/off the record, background and non-attributable? The following definitions apply:     

1. On the record – the information may be attributed to a spokesperson or official by name. 
Normally any statement made in the press rooms fall into this category, unless expressly stated 
otherwise.
2. Off the record – the speaker must not be quoted; information can be attributed to ‘EU officials’ 
or ‘sources’. At the Commission, when a spokesperson decides to go “off the record” by pressing a 
red button in the pressroom, the live coverage of the briefing is suspended for TV and web-watchers 
(EbS) Photos, videos and sound recordings are not permitted unless otherwise agreed.
3. Background – the information can only be used to clarify events and is non-attributable.

There may also be other ways of going “off the record”, which are explained to the press as the 
occasion arises. Bear in mind that when TV and photographers are allowed to take pictures before the 
beginning of a meeting, especially at the Council, they are asked to switch off any sound recording, in 
case they might inadvertedly pick up informal conversations between politicians.

Besides these basic ground rules, API-IPA has agreed specific codes of conduct with the European 
Commission, the Council of the European Union and the European Parliament, detailing rules for the 
interaction between accredited journalists, those institutions and the people who work there. There 
are for instance specific rules for access to the buildings, about recording/filming in the European 
Parliament or about the use of the press facilities. These codes of conduct can be found on the API-
IPA website www.api-ipa.org under ‘What – Quoi’.

For more than 40 years now, API-IPA represents the foreign correspondents 
in Brussels towards the European institutions, the Belgian authorities and NATO.

API-IPA negotiates with them accreditation procedures, facilities and 
working conditions that should make it easier for the thousand+ foreign 

correspondents to work in the capital of Europe. 
We also organise introduction briefings for newcomers 

and regularly API Hour events with newsworthy high level guests.

 API-IPA helps correspondents to get the official Belgian press card, issued 
by the Belgian authorities, which also gives right to free train travel in Belgium, 

free access to museums,events and exhibitions, and other benefits.

So there are many reasons to become a member. API-IPA needs 
your support,because with more we are stronger. Therefore

We are a volunteers organisations, and do not accept any subsidies. 
Membership fees are our only source of income, needed for the day-to-day 

operation of the association.

For more details go to www.api-ipa.org, or to sign up fill out the form at
http://www.api-ipa.org/home/index.php/how-comment/api-membership-form
The API office is located in the International Press Center @ Residence Palace, 

Rue de la Loi 155,2nd floor, room 2224. Call us at +32 2 235 2224 
or mail to info@api-ipa.org for information.

The office is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
morning from 9:30-13:00h.

Join API!
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OV E R V I E W   T H E  E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

The EU is a yet incomplete political and economic 
union. It was initiated during the aftermath of the 
Second World War. Its origins lay in the earlier Eu-
ropean Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), that was 
proposed by French foreign minister Robert Schu-
man in 1950. In his famous ‘Schuman Declaration 
‘ he proposed to merge some crucial economic and 
industrial interests of France and Germany, the histor-
ically enemy powers in continental Europe, in order 

to make war “not merely unthinkable, but materially 
impossible”. The Treaty of Paris in 1951 instituted 
the ECSC with Belgium, France, Italy, Luxemburg, 
the Netherlands and West-Germany as founding 
members.

The EU in its current form was born with the Trea-
ty of Rome in 1957, which founded the European 
Economic Community (EEC), with the objective to 

build a ‘common market’ based on a single tariff area 
(Customs Union) and gradually integrate the member 
states’ economies, working towards the free move-
ment of people, goods, capitals and services between 
Member States. The Union has since expanded (see 
box) from 6 to 28 members.

In 1993, the Maastricht Treaty changed the EEC’s 
name to the ‘European Union’. The dropping of the 

word ‘economic’ also hinting at the broader unfolding 
nature of the alliance as did the creation of three pil-
lars: (1) the economic, social and environmental, for-
merly the domain of the European Community – the 
ECSC, the European Atomic Energy Agency and the 
EEC, (2) common foreign and security policy, and (3) 
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.
The Maastricht Treaty also laid the foundations for 
monetary union. The euro was launched (as an ac-

“EuropE will not bE madE 
all at oncE, or according 
to a singlE plan. it will 
bE built through concrEtE 
achiEvEmEnts which first 
crEatE a dE facto solidarity” 

schuman dEclaration, 1950

© European Union, 2017, Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Mauro Bottaro
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n TIMELINE From 6 to 28 members
 the EU timeline

Today the EU has more than 508 million citizens, 
75 percent of whom live in urban areas and who live for 
an average of 80 years. GDP is $ 18 trillion (2017), with GDP 
per capita roughly $35,000.

Here is how it evolved
1951: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxemburg the Netherlands 
 and West-Germany establish the European Coal 
 and Steel Community (ECSC)
1957: the same six countries sign the Treaty of Rome, 
 establishing the European Economic Community (EEC) 
 and the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom)
1973: Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom join
1979: the first direct elections of the European Parliament
1981: Greece joins
1986: Spain and Portugal join
1992: the European single market becomes a reality
1993: the Treaty of Maastricht establishes the European 
 Union (EU)
1995: Austria, Finland ans Sweden join
2002: the euro comes into circulation
2004: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, 
 Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia join.
2007: Bulgaria and Romania join
2009: the Lisbon Treaty, signed in 2007, enters into effect
2013: Croatia joins
2016: a majority of the UK electorate votes in a referendum 
 for the UK to leave the EU (Brexit)

OV E R V I E W   T H E  E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

counting currency initially) in 1999 in Austria, Belgium, 
Finland, Germany, Ireland, France, Italy, Luxemburg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain. In 2001 Greece 
joined and in 2002 euro notes and coins entered 
circulation. Subsequently Slovenia, Cyprus, Malta, 
Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have joined the 
eurozone.

The contemporary EU allows for the free movement 
of people, goods, services and money and its citizens 
are free to live and work in any Member State. The 
Schengen Agreement of 1985 started a process that 
led to free movement of EU citizens across borders 
of countries in the Schengen area (currently all EU 
countries except Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Ireland, 
Romania and the UK – plus EFTA members Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) without the 
need for a passport. The last major reform of the EU 
was the Lisbon Treaty in 2007, discussed in detail in 
the next section.

n EU INSTITUTIONS UNDER THE LISBON 
TREATY

The Lisbon Treaty, which entered into force on  De-
cember 1st 2009, has modified the EU’s structure. It 
increased the number of areas where the European 
Parliament shares legislative decision-making with 
the Council of the European Union.
It has also led to more extensive use of qualified ma-
jority voting in areas where unanimity was previously 
required, and in particular justice and home affairs, 
including the common policy on immigration and 

asylum. Moreover, the new treaty has changed the 
method for calculating the qualified majority. Since 
November 2014, decisions by the Council require a 
‘double majority’ to be approved, with the support of 
55 percent of the Member States, representing at 
least 65 percent of the European population. 

The Lisbon Treaty has also introduced a so-called ‘pas-
serelle’ clause, which makes it possible to move other 
policy areas from unanimity to qualified majority voting, 
if every Member State and the European Parliament 
agree and unless one or more national parliaments in 
the member states oppose the decision.

Finally, the treaty has created two new prominent 
roles in the EU institutions: a) the High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (currently 
the former Italian Foreign Minister Federica Mogher-
ini), who is also Vice-President of the European 
Commission in charge of the foreign policy portfolio 
and heads a more than 3000-strong EU diplomatic 
service; and b) the new permanent president of the 
European Council.  
In 2014, the heads of state and governments of the 
28 Member States elected as president of the Euro-
pean Council the former prime-minister of Poland, 
Donald Tusk. He started his new job on 1st December 
2014, and was re-elected (notwithstanding the op-
position of his own country) in March 2017 for a 
second two and a half year term.

For more information on the Lisbon Treaty: http://
europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/index_en.htm

© European Union, 2015, Source: EC - Audiovisual 
Service, Photo: Etienne Ansotte
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T H E  E U R O P E A N  C O M M I S S I O N   T H E  E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

H	 Rue de la Loi 200
 1049 Brussels
☏ +32 2 299 11 11
w www.ec.europa.eu

© European Union, 2017, Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Lukasz Kobus

n  WHOISWHO
The European Union publishes its own ‘Who 
is who?’, a guidebook containing the names, 
addresses and contact details of all European 
institutions, agencies and departments in 
Brussels, Luxemburg and Strasbourg, includ-
ing those of thousands of fonctionnaires, as 
well as maps and access details to all EU 
buildings in the three cities. A 550-page very 
useful reference guide in all 24 EU languages 
that can be consulted online or downloaded 
in pdf-format for free, or bought as a paper 
copy for 24 euros.
http://europa.eu/whoiswho/whoiswho.
html

The European Commission is the driving force behind 
the EU policy, and usually the first port of call for jour-
nalists wanting to find out what is happening in the 
EU. It is, in principle, the only EU institution that can 
propose new legislation (right of initiative). However, 
the European Council, the European Parliament and a 
number of EU citizens (through the citizens’ initiative 
mechanism) may also ask the Commission to present 
a legislative proposal. During the legislative negotia-
tions, the Commission acts as a mediator between 
the member states and the European Parliament to 
build compromise solutions, taking into account also 
stakeholders’ interests. In doing so, however, it must 
aim to protect and promote the general interest of 
the Union and its citizens and the integrity of EU law.

The Commission is the ‘Guardian of the Treaties’: it 
monitors member states’ application and implemen-
tation of EU legislation and, when necessary, it can 
open infringement procedures against member states 
that violate Union law. It can also intervene if EU law 
is violated by any natural or legal person, imposing 
penalties. Moreover, the Commission represents the 
Union in the international organizations.

Last but not least, the Commission is an executive 
body. This is particularly evident in the competition 
policy area, where the Commission has all the pow-
ers it needs as Europe’s antitrust authority, including 
the possibility to impose penalties. Furthermore, the 
‘EU executive’, as it is often called, oversees the Un-

ion’s budget and monitors the execution of EU pro-
grams in areas such cohesion and structural funds 
or R&D projects. 

The European Council’s appointment of Jean-Claude 
Juncker as President of the European Commission 
(with the opposition of Hungary and the UK) was 
ratified by the European Parliament in the summer 
of 2014. 

The new college of commissioners, chosen by Junck-
er on the basis of nominees proposed by the Member 
States, was officially approved by the Parliament in 
October 2014, after a series of public hearings with 
the candidates, held  by relevant EP committees.
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n  EUROPEAN COMMISSION
SPOKESPERSONS SERVICE

The Spokesperson’s Service (SPP) is conceived as 
the official voice of the European Commission vis-à-
vis the media. The service provides information about 
the Commission’s political priorities and decisions to 
the press. It organises press events and issues press 
releases and other press material.

The service is an integral part of DG Communica-
tion, under the authority of the President. The Chief 
Spokesperson (currently Margaritis Schinas) is Head 
of the SPP and is assisted by two Deputy Chief 
Spokespersons, two Coordinating Spokespersons, up 
to 12 portfolio Spokespersons who are responsible 
for one or more policy areas – like agriculture and 
rural development, climate action and energy, com-
petition, digital single market, environment, financial 
services, foreign and security policy and so on – and 
up to 30 Press Officers. There is a unit in charge 
of multimedia editing, speeches and liaison with the 
Commission’s representations in the member states.

The spokespersons are the only Commission officials 
– apart from the commissioners and Directors-Gen-
eral – allowed to speak to the press ‘on the record’ 
for the institution. Civil servants working in one of the 
Commission’s directorates, the Press Officers who 
assist the spokespersons, and the Communication 
Advisors in the cabinets of the individual commis-
sioners are not allowed to speak on the record, un-
less they are authorised to do so, but the information 

n  TIP 
Commission spokespersons are busy 
people but on the whole they try to 
respond to your calls. If a spokesperson 
does not get back quickly and you have 
a deadline approaching, do not be afraid 
to contact their secretary or press officer 
again.
And whether you like it or not – 
spokespeople, but also a number of 
Commissioners and Commission officials 
tend to use Twitter and other online 
channels to release informations, which 
cannot be retrieved via the traditional 
channels.

they provide can usually be used on a background 
or off-the-record basis, according to the source’s 
request. 

Midday briefing
The spokesperson’s service runs a midday briefing 
every working day in the press room of the Berlay-
mont building for accredited members of the Brus-
sels media corps and visiting journalists. Non EU 
accredited journalists holding a valid press card can 
have access to the press area of the Berlaymont by 
obtaining a daily pass at the entrance, as long as 
they request it at least one day in advance (press-
pressroom-team@ec.europa.eu). The Commission is 
responsible for running the Europa web server (www.
europa.eu). All the Commission briefings (as long 
as they are on the record) and press conferences 
are broadcast live on the EbS (Europe by Satellite) 
channels.

Regularly European Commissioners attend the press 
room to explain their latest legislative proposals or 
decisions, or to present reports to the media and 
answer journalists’ questions. In general, the daily 
briefing lasts between half an hour and one hour, 
with a short introduction to the day’s offerings from 
the chief spokesperson or his deputy and the other 
spokespersons. The daily briefing is accompanied at 
times by a series of more technical, usually off the 
record briefings on specific Commission decisions or 
legislative proposals.
Since November 2014, a Commissioner, occasion-
ally more than one, presents the main results of the 

weekly meeting of the College of Commissioners to 
the press.
The Juncker Commission also reduced the number of 
spokespeople and centralized more strictly the ser-
vice under the control of the Commission Presidency, 
which decides the communication line and priorities. 
Whereas previously the rule ‘one commissioner, 
one spokesperson’ prevailed, now you will also find 
spokespeople responsible for several commissioners 
or portfolios. Furthermore, the Commission created 
‘Communication Advisors’ within each of the cabinets 
of the 28 Commissioners. They are not allowed to 
speak ‘on the record’ to the press, but can be a valu-
able source of information for journalists.

Paper copies of press releases and background ma-
terial can be found outside the press room. The same 
material will be available on the Europa website after 
the midday briefing. News agencies are eager to get 
the press releases as soon as they come out, so as to 
be the first to announce the news, if any.
The Berlaymont press area includes a bar and a 
workroom for both visiting and resident journalists. It 
offers desks, phones (calls within Belgium are free), 
free Wi-Fi internet access and a few pc-workstations.

The daily Commission press conferences at midday 
are held in English or French during the working 
week and in most of the 24 official EU languages on 
Wednesdays – the day the 28 Commissioners meet 
when they are not in Strasbourg for the European 
Parliament’s plenary session – or on special occa-
sions such as press conferences by Commissioners. 

Spokespersons usually reply in the language of the 
question asked (French or English during the midday 
briefing). Most questions in the press room are asked 
in English and French, but the use of other official  
languages is possible when wider interpretation 
is available. Press releases and other Commission 
papers should be available at least in English and 
French; however, often the French version is not im-
mediately available and is published later. There is 
a growing tendency to make available also German 
versions. 

Each Commissioner has his or her own website. They 
can be accessed via https://ec.europa.eu/com-
mission/commissioners/2014-2019_en
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n  CHIEF SPOKESPERSON 

Margaritis Schinas
European Commission Chief Spokesperson
A BERL 04/333
☏ +32 2 296 05 24
O +32 496 58 38 26
@ margaritis.schinas@ec.europa.eu
U @MargSchinas

n  OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SPOKESPERSON

Elisaveta Dimitrova
Policy Assistant to the Chief Spokesperson
A BERL 04/329
☏ +32 2 295 88 38
O +32 460 75 88 38
@ elisaveta.dimitrova@ec.europa.eu

n  COORDINATING TEAM 

Mina Andreeva
Deputy Chief Spokesperson 
A BERL 04/342
☏ +32 2 299 13 82 
O +32 498 99 13 82
@ mina.andreeva@ec.europa.eu
U @Mina_Andreeva

Alexander Winterstein
Deputy Chief Spokesperson, also Spokesperson 
for the Budget and Human Resources
A BERL 04/319
☏ +32 2 299 32 65 
O +32 460 79 32 65
@ alexander.winterstein@ec.europa.eu
U @A_WintersteinEC

Daniela Stoycheva
Press Assistant to Mina Andreeva
A BERL 04/344
☏ +32 2 295 36 64
@ Daniela.stroycheva@ec.europa.eu

Uldis Salajevs
Press Assistant to Alexander Winterstein
A BERL 04/321
☏ +32 2 296 75 60
@ uldis.salajevs@ec.europa.eu

n  COORDINATING SPOKESPERSONS 

Natasha Bertaud
Coordinating Spokesperson for the Activities 
of the President and Policies of the 
First Vice-President. Also Spokesperson for Better 
Regulation, Inter-Institutional Affairs, Migration, Home 
Affairs and Citizenship, security union
A BERL 04/353
☏ +32 2 296 74 56
O +32 460 76 74 56
@ natasha.bertaud@ec.europa.eu
U @NatashaBertaud

Oscar Sanchez Benitez
Press Assistant for the activities of the president
A BERL 04/351
☏ +32 2 295 61 08
O +32 460 75 61 08
@ Oscar.sanchez-benitez@ec.europa.eu

Annika Breidthardt
Coordinating Spokesperson for Economic and Financial 
Affairs
A BERL 03/339
☏ +32 2 295 61 53

O +32 460 75 61 53
@ annika.breidthardt@ec.europa.eu 
U @A_Breidthardt

n  PLANNING AND COORDINATION TEAM

Alice Hobbs
Press Officer – Midday Coordinator
A BERL 04/347
☏ +32 2 296 77 40
O +32 460 76 71 64
@ alice.hobbs@ec.europa.eu

Stephanie Rhomberg
Press Officer – Midday Coordinator
A BERL 04/347
☏ +32 2 298 42 18
@ Stephanie.rhomberg@ec.europa.eu

Jonathan Acke
Press Officer – Press Room Coordination 
and Planning
A BERL 04/347
☏ +32 2 299 93 77
O +32 498 98 26 47
@ jonathan.acke@ec.europa.eu

Maya Angelova
Press Assistant for horizontal support 
and coordination
A BERL 04/325
☏ +32 2 296 27 63
@ maya.angelova@ec.europa.eu

Julia Bräuer
Press Assistant for Horizontal Support and Coordination
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 28 07 07
O +32 460 79 28 53
@ Julia-henriette.brauer@ec.europa

Danielle Coulonval
Press Assistant for Press Accreditation

A BERL 04/325
☏ +32 299 01 70
@ Danielle.coulonval@ec.europa.eu

n  POLICY AREAS 

...................................................
Agriculture and Rural Development

Daniel Rosario
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/295
☏ +32 2 295 61 85
O +32 460 76 42 67 
@ daniel.rosario@ec.europa.eu
U @danielrosarioDR

Clémence Robin
Press Officer for Agriculture and Rural Development
A BERL 04/299
☏ +32 2 295 25 09
O +32 460 76 60 14 
@ clemence.robin@ec.europa.eu
U @Clemencerobin

Marilena Zammit
Press Assistant for Transport
A BERL 4/299
☏ +32 2 298 11 89
@ marilena.zammit@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Better Regulation, Interinstitutional Affairs

Natasha Bertaud
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/353
☏ +32 2 296 74 56
O +32 460 76 74 56
@ natasha.bertaud@ec.europa.eu
U @NatashaBertaud
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Katarzyna Kolanko
Press Officer for better regulation, institutionnal affairs
A BERL 04/292
☏ +32 460 79 15 72
O +32 2 296 34 44
@ katarzyna.kolanko@ec.europa.eu

David Knight
Press Assistant for better regulation, institutionnal affairs
A BERL 04/351
☏ + 32 298 93 65
@ david.knight@europa.eu

...................................................
Budget & Human Resources

Alexander Winterstein
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/319
☏ +32 2 299 32 65
O +32 460 79 32 65
@ alexander.winterstein@ec.europa.eu
U @A_WintersteinEC

Andreana Stankova
Press Officer for Budget and Human Resources
A BERL 04/321
☏ +32 2 295 78 57
O +32 460 757 857
@ andreana.stankova@ec.europa.eu

Uldis Salajevs
Press Assistant to Alexander Winterstein
A BERL 04/310
☏ +32 2 296 75 60
@ uldis.salajevs@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Climate Action and Energy

Anna-Kaisa Itkonen
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/310

☏ +32 2 295 61 86
O +32 460 76 43 28
@ anna-kaisa.itkonen@ec.europa.eu
U @AK_Itkonen

Nicole Bockstaller
Press Officer for Climate Action and Energy
A BERL 04/307
☏ +32 2 295 25 89
O +32 498 95 25 89
@ Nicole.bockstaller@ec.europa

...................................................
Competition

Ricardo Cardoso
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/316
☏ +32 2 298 01 00
O +32 460 76 42 66
@ ricardo.cardoso@ec.europa.eu
U @RcardosoEU

Yizhou Ren
Press Officer for Competition
A BERL 04/313
☏ +32 2 299 48 89
O +32 460 79 48 89 
@ yizhou.ren@ec.europa.eu

Maria Sarantopoulou
Press Officer for Competition
A BERL 04/313
☏ +32 2 291 37 40
O +32 460 79 13 26
@ maria.sarantopoulou@ec.europa.eu

Maria Glowacka
Press Assistant for Competition
A BERL 04/313
☏ +32 2 295 25 30
@ maria.glowacka@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Digital Economy, Digital Single Market

Nathalie Vandystadt
Spokesperson
A  BERL 03/291
☏ +32 2 296 70 83
O +32 460 76 70 83
@ nathalie.vandystadt@ec.europa.eu

Inga Holglund
Press Officer for the Digital Single Market
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 295 06 98
O +32 460 79 29 46
@ inga.holglund@ec.europa.eu

Denise Clarembaux
Press Assistant for the Digital Single Market
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 296 05 39
@ denise.clarembaux@ec.europa.eu

.............................................
Education, Youth, Sport and Culture

Nathalie Vandystadt
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/291
☏ +32 2 296 70 83 
O +32 460 76 70 83
@ nathalie.vandystadt@ec.europa.eu

Joseph Waldstein
Press Officer for Education, Culture, Youth, Sport, 
and Priority Files
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 295 61 84
O +32 460 75 61 84
@ joseph.waldstein@ec.europa.eu

Denise Clarembaux
Press Assistant for Education, Youth, Sport 
and Culture
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 296 05 39
@ denise.clarembaux@ec.europa.eu

................................................
Employment and Social Affairs

Christian Wigand
Spokesperson 
A BERL 04/282
☏ +32 2 296 22 53
O +32 460 76 47 00
@ christian.wigand@ec.europa.eu

Isabelle Mordelle
Press Assistant for Employment, Social Affairs
A BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 295 33 38
@ isabelle.mordelle@ec.europa.eu

Sara Soumillion
Press Officer for Employment, Social Affairs, 
Skills and Labour Mobility
A BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 296 70 94
O +32 460 75 86 86
@ sara.soumillon@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Enrico Brivio
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/302
☏ +32 2 295 61 72 
O +32 460 75 61 72 
@ enrico.brivio@ec.europa.eu
U @EbrivioEU
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Iris Petsa
Press Officer for Environment, Maritime Affairs 
and Fisheries
A BERL 04/305
☏ +32 2 299 33 21
O +32 460 79 33 21 
@ iris.petsa@ec.europa.eu

Marilena Zammit
Press Assistant for Transport
A BERL 4/299
☏ +32 2 298 11 89
@ marilena.zammit@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Banking, Financial Services and Capital 
Markets Union

Vanessa Mock
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/353
☏ +32 2 295 61 94
O +32 460 76 46 87
@ vanessa.mock@ec.europa.eu

Letizia Lupini
Press Officer for Banking, Financial Services 
and Capital Markets Union
A BERL 03/350
☏ +32 2 295 19 59
O +32 460 76 96 47
@ Letizia.lupini@ec.europa.eu

Franziska Koch
Press Assisant for Financial Services and Capital 
Markets Union
A BERL 03/350
☏ +32 2 299 06 84
@ Franziska.koch@ec.europa.eu

..............................................
Foreign and Security Policy and European 
External Action Service (EEAS)

Catherine Ray
Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs, Security Policy
A BERL 03/326
☏ +32 2 296 99 21
O +32 498 96 99 21
@ catherine.ray@ec.europa.eu
U @CatherineEUspox

Maja Kocijancic
Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs, Security Policy, 
European neighbourood policy an EU enlargement 
negotiations
A BERL 03/319
☏ +32 2 298 65 70
O +32 498 98 44 25
@ maja.kocijancic@ec.europa.eu
U @MajaEUspox

Ester Osorio
Press Officer for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 296 20 76
O +32 460 76 20 76
@ ester.osorio@ec.europa.eu

Adam Kaznowski
Press Officer for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
A BERL 03/323
☏ +32 2 298 93 59
O +32 460 76 80 88
@ adam.kaznowski@ec.europa.eu

Lauranne Devillée
Press Officer for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
A BERL 03/323
☏ +32 2 298 08 33
O +32 460 75 87 75
@ lauranne.deville@ec.europa.eu

Claire Struss
Press Assistant for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
International Cooperation and Development
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 297 51 44
@ claire.struss@ec.europa.eu

Vasco Batista
Press Assistant for Foreign Affairs, Security Policy, European 
neighbourhood policy an EU enlargement negotiations
A BERL 03/323
☏ +32 2 295 08 83
@ vasco.batista@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Health and Food Safety

Anca Paduraru
Spokesperson
A Berl 03/312
☏ +32 2 299 12 69
O +32 498 96 64 30
@ anca.paduraru@ec.europa.eu

Aikaterini Apostola
Press Officer for Health and Food Safety
A BERL 04/307
☏ +32 2 298 76 24
O +32 498 98 76 24
@ aikaterini.apostola@ec.europa.eu

Maria Glowacka
Press Assistant Food Safety
A BERL 04/313
☏ +32 2 295 25 30
@ maria.glowacka@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management

Alexandre Pollack
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/314

☏ +32 2 299 06 77
O +32 460 76 70 00
@ alexandre.pollack @ec.europa.eu

Daniel Puglisi
Press Officer for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 296 91 40
O +32 460 76 73 74
@ daniel.puglisi@ec.europa.eu

Madeleine Nygrund
Press Assistant to Catherine Ray
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 298 94 59
@ madeleine.nygrund@ec.europa.eu

Carlos Martin Ruiz De Gordejuela
Spokesperson for Civil Protection, International 
Cooperation and Development
A BERL 03/334
☏ +32 2 296 53 22
O +32 460 79 17 16
@ carlos.martin@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Single Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship 
and SMEs

Lucia Caudet
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/282
☏ +32 2 295 61 82
O + 32 460 75 61 82
@ lucia.caudet@ec.europa.eu
U @LuciaCaudet

Maud Noyon
Press Officer for Single Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 298 03 79
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O +32 473 86 56 56
@ maud.noyon@ec.europa.eu

Victoria Von Hammerstein 
Press Officer for Single Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship, SMEs
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 295 50 40
@ Victoria.von-hammerstein-gesmold@
ec.europa.eu

Denise Clarembaux
Press Assistant for Single Market, Industry,  
Entrepreneurship, small business
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 296 05 39
@ denise.clarembaux@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
International Cooperation and Development

Carlos Martin Ruiz De Gordejuela
Spokesperson for International Cooperation 
and Development
A BERL 03/334
☏ +32 2 296 53 22
O +32 460 79 17 16
@ carlos.martin@ec.europa.eu

Christina Wunder
Press Officer for international Cooperation 
and Development
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 299 22 56
O +32 460 75 61 84
@ christina.wunder@ec.europa.eu

Claire Struss
Press Assistant for international Cooperation 
and Development
A BERL 03/328
☏ +32 2 297 51 44
@ claire.struss@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Jobs, Growth and Investment, EMU 
and the European Semester

Annika Breidthardt
Coordinating Spokesperson for Economic 
and Financial Affairs and Spokesperson for Jobs, 
Economy, Finance and the euro
A BERL 03/339
☏ +32 2 295 61 53
O +32 460 75 61 53
@ Annika.breidthardt@ec.europa.eu

Siobhan Millbright
Press Officer for Jobs, Growth and Investment
A BERL 03/344
☏ +32 2 295 73 61
O +32 460 75 73 61
@ Sobhan.millbright@ec.europa.eu

Juliana Dahl
Press Officer for European semester and Social 
Dialogue
A BERL 3/344
☏ +32 2 295 99 14
O +32 460 75 99 14
@ juliana.dahl@ec.europa.eu

John Lageson
Press assistant for Jobs, Economy, Finance, euro
A BERL 3/350
☏  +32 2 297 41 49
@ john.lageson@ec.europa.eu

...................................................
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality

Christian Wigand
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/282
☏ +32 2 296 22 53
O +32 460 76 47 00
@ christian.wigand@ec.europa.eu

Melanie Voin
Press Officer for Justice, Consumers 
and Gender Equality
A BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 295 86 59
O +32 460 75 86 59
@ melanie.voin@ec.europa.eu

Isabelle Mordelle
Press Assistant for Justice, Social Affairs, Rule of Law, 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
A BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 295 33 38
@ isabelle.mordelle@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship

Tove Ernst
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/389
☏ +32 2 298 67 64
O +32 498 98 44 83
@ tove.ernst@ec.europa.eu

Markus Lammert
Press Officer for Migration, Home Affairs 
and Citizenship
A BERL 04/292
☏ +32 2 298 04 23
O +32 460 76 91 46
@ markus.lammert@ec.europa.eu

David Knight
Press Assistant for Migration, Home Affairs, Citizenship 
and Security Union
A BERL 04/351
☏ + 32 2 298 93 65
@ david.knight@europa.eu

..................................................
European Neighbourhood Policy and EU 
Enlargement Negotiations

Spokesperson
A BERL 03/319
☏ +32 2 298 65 70
O +32 498 98 44 25
@ maja.kocijancic@ec.europa.eu
U @MajaEUspox

Alceo Smerilli
Press Officer for European Neighbourhood Policy 
and EU membership negotiations (enlargement)
A BERL 03/323
☏ +32 2 296 48 87
O +32 460 76 95 36
@ alceo.smerilli@ec.europa.eu

Vasco Batista
Press Assistant for European Neighbourhood Policy 
and EU enlargement negotiations
A BERL 03/323
☏ +32 2 295 08 83
@ vasco.batista@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Regional Policy and Priority Files

Johannes Bahrke
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/292
☏ +32 2 295 86 15
O +32 460 75 86 15
@ Johannes.bahrke@ec.europa.eu

Sophie Dupin de Saint Cyr
Press Officer for Regional Policy
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 295 61 69
O +32 460 76 43 07
@ sophie.dupin-de-saint-cyr@ec.europa.eu
U @SophieDDSC
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Isabelle Mordelle
Press Assistant for Regional Policy
A  BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 295 33 38
@ isabelle.mordelle@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Research, Science and Innovation

Lucia Caudet
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/282
☏ +32 2 295 61 82
O + 32 460 75 61 82
@ lucia.caudet@ec.europa.eu
U @LuciaCaudet

Victoria Von Hammerstein
Press Officer for Research, Science and Innovation
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 295 50 40
@ Victoria.von-hammerstein-gesmold@
ec.europa.eu

Maud Noyon
Press Officer for Research, Science and Innovation
A BERL 03/288
☏ +32 2 298 03 79
O +32 473 86 56 56
@ maud.noyon@ec.europa.eu

Denise Clarembaux
Press Assistant for Research, Science and Innovation
A BERL 03/336
☏ +32 2 296 05 39
@ denise.clarembaux@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Rule of Law, Charter of Fundamental Rights

Christian Wigand
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/282

☏ +32 2 296 22 53
O +32 460 76 47 00
@ christian.wigand@ec.europa.eu

Katarzyna Kolanko
Press Officer for rule of law and EU charter 
of fundamental right
A BERL 04/292
☏ +32 2 296 34 44
O +32 460 79 15 72
@ katarzyna.kolanko@ec.europa.eu

Isabelle Mordelle
Press Assistant to for Rule of Law, EU charter 
of Fundamental Rights
A BERL 04/286
☏ +32 2 295 33 38
@ isabelle.mordelle@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Taxation and Customs

Vanessa Mock
Spokesperson
A BERL 03/353
☏ +32 2 295 61 94
O +32 460 76 46 87
@ vanessa.mock@ec.europa.eu

Patrick McCullough
Press Officer for Taxation and Customs
A BERL 03/350
☏ +32 2 298 71 83
O +32 460 76 79 48
@ patrick.mccullogh@ec.europa.eu

Franziska Koch
Press Assistant for Taxation and Customs
A BERL 03/350
☏ +32 2 299 06 84
@ Franziska.koch@ec.europa.eu

............................................
Trade

Daniel Rosario
Spokesperson
A BERL 04/295
☏ +32 2 295 61 85
O +32 460 76 42 67
@ daniel.rosario@ec.europa.eu
U @danielrosarioEU

Kinga Malinowska
Press Officer for Trade
A Berl 04/299
☏ +32 2 295 13 83
O +32 460 75 13 83
kinga.malinowska@ec.europa.eu

Marilena Zammit
Press assistant for Trade
A BERL 4/299
☏ +32 2 298 11 89
@ marilena.zammit@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Transport

Enrico Brivio
Spokesperspon
A BERL 04/302
☏ +32 2 295 61 72 
O +32 460 75 61 72 
@ enrico.brivio@ec.europa.eu
U @EbrivioEU

Alexis Perier
Press officer for transport
A BERL 4/305
☏ +32 2 296 91 43
O +32 460 76 73 75 
@ alexis.perier@ec.europa.eu

Marilena Zammit
Press Assistant for Transport
A BERL 4/299
☏ +32 2 298 11 89
@ marilena.zammit@ec.europa.eu

n  MULTIMEDIA EDITORIAL TEAM, SPEECHES 
AND LIAISON WITH THE REPRESENTATIONS 

Jivka Petkova
Head of Unit, Multimedia chief-editor
A BERL 03/309
☏ +32 2 295 52 66
O +32 460 84 53 76
@ jivka.petkova@ec.europa.eu

Christiane Keutgens
Policy Coordinator for Multimedia editing, Speeches 
and Liaison with Representations
A BERL 03/312
☏ +32 2 296 94 31
@ christiane.keutgens@ec.europa.eu

Claire Davenport
Multimedia Editor and Liaison with Representations
A BERL 03/316
☏ +32 2 295 61 97
@ claire.davenport@ec.europa.eu

Vangelis Demiris
Multimedia Editor and Liaison with Representations
A BERL 03/300
☏ +32 2 296 70 81
O +32 460 79 15 71 
@ vangelis.demiris@ec.europa.eu

Karin Kails
Speechwriter, Multimedia Editor
A BERL 03/298
☏ +32 2 298 30 97
O +32 460 79 14 60 
@ karin.kails@ec.europa.eu
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Myriam Sochacki
Speechwriter, Multimedia Editor
A BERL 03/302
☏ +32 2 292 14 29
O +32 460 79 14 59
@ myriam.sochacki@ec.europa.eu

Peter Valant
Transcript Coordinator
A BERL 03/317
☏ +32 2 296 73 82
O +32 460 79 14 67
@ peter.valant@ec.europa.eu

n  COMMUNICATION ADVISERS 
TO EUROPEAN COMMISSIONERS 

The cabinet of each commissioner has a communi-
cations advisor, whose job it is to advise the com-
misioner on communication matters, deal with the 
media of the commissioner’s home state, run his or 
her social media and handle interview requests. They 
never speak on behalf of the Commission, that’s for 
the Spokespersons Service. And if they speak, it’s 
never on the record, always on background only.

Commissioner Vytenis ANDRIUKAITIS
Vilija Sysaité
☏ + 32 2 299 40 12
@ vilija.sysaite@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Andrus ANSIP
Maximilian Strotmann
☏ +32 2 299 98 98
@ maximilian.strotmann@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Miguel ARIAS CANETE
Isaac Valero Ladron
☏ +32 2 296 49 71
@ isaac.valeron@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Dimitris AVRAMOPOULOS
Milica Petrovic
☏ +32 2 296 30 20
@ milica.petrovic@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Elżbieta BIENKOWSKA
Jakub Cebula
☏ +32 2 295 80 86
@ jakub.cebula@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Violeta BULC
Joshua Salsby
☏ +32 2 297 24 59
@ joshua.salsby@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Corina CRETU
Patrizio Fiorilli
☏ +32 2 298 68 20
@ patrizio.fiorilli@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Valdis DOMBROVSKIS
Zaneta Vegnere
☏ +32 2 295 77 32
zaneta.vegnere@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Mariya GABRIEL
Irina Alexieva
☏ +32 2 299 59 51
@ michael.jennings@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Johannes HAHN
Annemarie Huber
☏ +32 2 299 33 10
@ annemarie.huber@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Phil HOGAN
Dermot Ryan
☏ +32 2 295 78 54
@ dermot.ryan@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Věra JOUROVÁ
Wojtek Talko
☏ +32 2 297 85 51
@ wojtek.talko@ec.europa.eu

President Jean-Claude JUNCKER
Martin.Selmayr 
(Strategic communication matters)
☏ +32 2 298 12 30
@ martin.selmayr@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Jykrki KATAINEN
Antti Timonen
☏ +32 2 295 03 15
@ antti.timonen@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Julian KING
Jack Schickler
☏ +32 2 298 48 85
@ jack.schickler@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Cecilia MALMSTRÖM
Joakim Larsson
☏ +32 2 295 41 62
@ joakim.larsson@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Neven MIMICA
Maud Arnould
☏ +32 2 296 652 1
maud.arnould@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Carlos MOEDAS
Alfredo Sousa
☏ 32 2 295 76 28
@ alfredo.sousa@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Federica MOGHERINI
Sabrina Bellosi
☏ 32 2 584 26 51
@ sabrina.bellosi@eeas.europa.eu

Commissioner Pierre MOSCOVICI
Simon O’Connor

☏ 32 2 296 73 59
@ simon.o’connor@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Tibor NAVRACSICS
Christine Mai
☏ 32 2 295 1634
@ christine.mai@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Günther OETTINGER  
Marlene Holzner
☏ 32 2 296 01 96
@ marlene.holzner@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Maroš SEFCOVIC
Renata Goldírová
☏ 32 2 299 46 71
@ renata.goldirova@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Christos STYLIANIDES
Sohail Luka
☏ 32 2 295 67 57
@ sohail.luka@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Marianne THYYSEN
Natasja Bohez-Rubiano
☏ 32 2 296 64 70
@ natasja.bohez-rubiano@ec.europa.eu

Vice-president Frans TIMMERMANS
Anthony Agotha
☏ 32 2 296 47 33
@ anthony.agotha@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Karmenu VELLA
Brian Synnott
☏ 32 2 295 58 00
@ brian.synnott@ec.europa.eu

Commissioner Margrethe VESTAGER
Christina Holm-Eiberg
☏ 32 2 295 82 07
@ christina.holm-eiberg@ec.europa.eu
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n  EUROPEAN COMMISSION AUDIOVISUAL 
SERVICES 

Nathalie Davies
Head Of Unit 
☏ +32 2 296 49 33
@ Nathalie.Davis@ec.europa.eu

Stéphanie Dauvegies
Unit Assistant
☏ +32 2 299 94 26
@ Stephanie.Dauvegis@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Administration And Finance

Sandrina Presciutti
Administrative Assistant 
☏ +32 2 296 36 29
@ sandrina.presciutti@ec.europa.eu

Marina Peeters
Financial Assistant
☏ +32 2 299 91 45
@ marina.peeters@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Europe By Satellite/News Production

Simona Pilko
Head Of Sector
☏ +32 2 296 82 94
@ simona.pilko@ec.europa.eu

Lone Mikkelsen
Stockshots Production
☏ +32 2 296 05 67
@ lone.mikkelsen@ec.europa.eu

Lisse Caird
Elisabetta Perrotta
Spyridon Valsamis
Production Planning Video/Photo Outside Belgium

☏ +32 2 296 07 61
@ comm-production@ec.europa.eu

Mauro Bottaro
Georges Boulougouris
Jennifer Jacquemart
Photo Production
☏ +32 2 299 91 37
@ comm-photo@ec.europa.eu

Frédéric D’hondt
Michael Degrez
Michael Martorell-Vizcarro
Ebs Newsdesk
☏  +32 2 296 41 06
@ newsdesk@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Video Production

Diana Cioponea
Head Of Sector
☏ +32 2 298 74 29
@ diana.cioponea@ec.europa.eu

Barbara Grahek Lazarevic
“General Public” Videos
☏ +32 2 295 29 51
@ barbara.grahek-lazarevic@ec.europa.eu

Georges Papadakis
“General Public” Videos
☏ +32 2 296 39 58
@ george.papadakis@ec.europa.eu

Declan Lynch
“General Public” Videos
☏ +32 2 298 05 55
@ declan.lynch@ec.europa.eu

Marta Albertini
Content Strategist
☏ +32 2 296 05 51
@ marta.albertini@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Audiovisual Portal

Jean-Pierre Assalone
Head Of Sector
☏ +32 2 295 04 02
@ jean-pierre.assalone@ec.europa.eu

Michelle Gill
Assistant
☏ +32 2 295 75 77
@ michelle.gill@ec.europa.eu

Xavier Imbreckx
Laurent Semaille
Front-End Portal
☏ +32 2 299 52 35
@ comm-e-team@ec.europa.eu

Abdel Idrissi
Mourad Etbaz
Serge Mbela Sedi
Regis Vendewinkele
Audiovisual Portal & Front-End Development
☏ +32 2 296 91 83
@ comm-e-team@ec.europa.eu

Frédéric Lacoste
Nerma Cengic
Dimitrios Zigkos
Beluga & Back-End Development 
☏ +32 2 299 02 87
@ comm-e-team@ec.europa.eu

Mara Rusu
Reporting / Statistics / Social Media
☏ +32 2 296 53 78
mara.rusu@ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Audiovisual Library

Bert Musial
Head Of Sector
☏ +32 2 296 66 75
@ mediatheque@ec.europa.eu

Claudia Christl
Unit Assistant
☏ +32 2 299 90 05
@ mediatheque@ec.europa.eu

Sophie Massart
Sandra Nsambi Nzali
Video Research And Distribution - Frontdesk 
- Central Deposit 
☏ +32 2 296 41 05 
 +32 2 295 94 71
@ comm-frontdesk@ec.europa.eu

Jeanne Tchedry
Lisa Duygu Korucu
Photo Documentation, Research & Distribution
☏ +32 2 295 95 97
@ comm-photo@ec.europa.eu

Candice Berger
Aylin Celebi
Benoït Collet
Julie Fonck, 
Catherine Gerard
Laura Massonnet, 
Massimo Mele
Cindy Noel, 
Nathalie Perceval
Alex Thiry, 
Lindsay Vanheyste
Anne Vive
Photo & Video Documentation
☏ +32 2 299 89 94
@ mediatheque@ec.europa.eu
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Nadine Giudicelli
Copyright Clearance
☏ +32 2 296 02 09
@ nadine.giudicelli@ext.ec.europa.eu

..................................................
Studios

Master Control Room (Mcr)
☏ +32 2 296 41 08
@ comm-nodal@ec.europa.eu

Annika Agerblad
Head Of Sector
☏ +32 2 295 82 90
@ annika.agerblad@ec.europa.eu

Grégory Bonnet
Angel Dourjanov
Broadcast And Media Engineers
☏ +32 2 295 92 57
@ gregory.bonnet@ec.europa.eu

Agnieszka Kaminska
Dominique Delmarche
Deborah Lomenede
Stephanie Noels
Silke Reekmans
Operational Planning / Technical Assistance
☏ +32 2 295 21 23
@ planning-audiovisual@ec.europa.eu

Bogdan Gaspar
System Integrator
☏ +32 2 297 50 41
bogdan.gaspar@ext.ec.europa.eu

n  THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION LIBRARY

Explore a wealth of resources on EU policies, law 
and more in the European Commission Library’s print 
and electronic collections. Most of it can be easily 
accessed online.

H	 Rue Van Maerlant 18
 1049 Brussels
 Monday to Thursday 10am-5pm
 Friday 10am-1:30pm

Before visiting the library, external visitors must contact 
the External Visitors Office
☏ +32 2 299 90 64
@ biblio-access@ec.europa.eu
@ reinhard.hoenighaus@ec.europa.eu
w http://ec.europa.eu/libraries/index_en.htm

n  PRESS OFFICERS OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION REPRESENTATIONS IN EU 
COUNTRIES 

The European Commission has spokespersons in its 
national representations in the 28 member states. 
They can provide an additional perspective on the 
impact of decisions taken in Brussels on individual 
countries.

n AUSTRIA
Vertretung der Europäischen Kommission in  Österreich
H	Willplinger Strasse 35
 1010 Wien
☏ +43 1 516 180

Heinz-Rudolf Miko
☏ +43 1 516 18 329
@ heinz-rudolf.miko@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/austria  

n BELGIUM
Représentation de la Commission Européenne en 
Belgique/Vertegenwoordiging van de Europese 
Commissie in België
H	 Rue de la Loi /Wetstraat 170 
 1040 Bruxelles/Brussel
☏ +32 2 295 38 44

Alexia Van Daele
☏ +32 2 297 75 87
@ Alexia.van-Daele@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/belgium

n BULGARIA 
Representation of the European Commission in Bulgaria
H	 9 Moskovska St.,
 1000 Sofia
☏ +359 2 933 52 31

Nikola Miladinov
@ nikola.miladinov@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/bulgaria

n CROATIA
Predstavništvo Europske komisije u Hrvatskoj
H	Ulica Augusta Cesarca 4
 10 000 Zagreb
☏ +385 1 468 13 00

Rima Joujou Deljkić 
w http://ec.europa.eu/croatia/

n CYPRUS
Representation of the European Commission in Cyprus
H	 30 Byron Avenue
 1096 Nicosia
☏ +357 22 81 77 70

Kezban Akansoy (Turkish language)
@ kezban.akansoy@ec.europa.eu 

Charalampos Metaxas (Greek language)
@ charalampos.metaxas@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/cyprus

n CZECH REPUBLIC
Zastoupení Evropské komise V České Republice
H	 Jungmannova 24
 110 00 Praha 1
☏ +420 224 312 835

Karolina Kottova
☏ +420 255 708 229
@ karolina.kottova@ec.europa.eu 
w www.ec.europa.eu/ceskarepublika

n DENMARK
Europa-Kommissionens Repræsentation i Danmark
H	 Europa-Huset, Gothersgade 115 
 1123 København K
☏ +45 33 144 140
@ eu-dk@ec.europa.eu
w www.europa-kommissionen.dk

n ESTONIA
Euroopa Komisjoni Esindus Eestis
H	 Rävala 4
 0145 Tallinn
☏ +372 626 44 00

Maris Ilves
☏ +372 626 44 11
@ maris.ilves@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/eesti

n FINLAND
Euroopan komission Suomen edustusto/Europeiska 
kommissionens representation i Finland
H	Malminkatu/Malmgatan 16, PL 1250,  
 00101 Helsinki/Helsingfors
☏ +358 9 622 65 44

Pia Siitonen
☏ +358 09 6226 5473
@ pia.siitonen@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/finland

n FRANCE
Représentation de la Commission Européenne en France
H	 288 Boulevard Saint-Germain
 75007 Paris, France
☏ +33 1 40 63 38 00
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Guillaume Roty
☏ +33 1 40 63 38 19
@ comm-rep-par-presse@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/france

Benoit Sapin
☏ +33 4 91 91 29 16
@ benoit.sapin@ec.europa.eu

n GERMANY
Vertretung der Europäischen Kommission in Deutschland
H	Unter den Linden 78, 10117 Berlin
☏ +49 30 22 80 20 00

Reinhard Hönighaus
☏ +49 30 22 80 23 00
@ reinhard.hoenighaus@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/deutschland

Vertretung der Europäischen Kommission in Bonn
Bertha von Suttner 
H	 Platz 2-4
 53111 Bonn
☏ +49 228 53 00 90

Kerstin Streich
☏ +49 228 53 00 977
@ kerstin.streich@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/deutschland

Vertretung der Europäischen Kommission in München
H	 Erhardtstraße 27
 80469 München
☏ +49 89 24 24 480 

Steffen Schulz
☏ +49 89 24 24 48 36
@ steffen.schulz@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/deutschland

n GREECE
Representation of the European Commission in Greece
H	 2 Vassilissis Sofias
 10674 Athens
☏ +30 210 727 21 00

Carlos Martin Ruiz de Gordejuela
@ carlos.martin-ruiz-de-gordejuela@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/ellada

n HUNGARY
Az Európai Bizottság Magyarországi Képviselete
H	 Lövõház u. 35
 1024 Budapest, Hungary
☏ +36 12 09 97 10

Felix Bubenheimer
☏ +36 1 209 97 10
@ felix.bubenheimer@ec.europa.eu
w www.eu.hu

n IRELAND
European Commission Representation in Ireland
H	 European Union House
 18 Dawson Street
 Dublin 2, Ireland
☏ +353 1 634 11 11

Ruth Deasy
☏ +353 1 634 11 20
@ ruth.deasy@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/ireland

n ITALY
Rappresentanza della Commissione Europea in Italia
H	 Via IV Novembre 149
 00187 Roma
☏ +39 06 69 99 91

Daniela Ciulli
☏ +39 06 69 99 99 16
@ daniela.ciulli@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.italia

Rappresentanza della Commissione Europea a Milano
H	 Corso Magenta 59
 20123 Milano
☏ +39 2 467 51 42 06

Francesco Laera
☏ +39 2 467 51 42 28
@ francesco.laera@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/italia

n LATVIA
Eiropas Komisijas pārstāvniecība Latvijā
H	 Eiropas Savienības māja
 Aspazijas bulvāris 28, Rīga
☏ +371 67 08 54 00

Sanita Jemberga
@ sanita.jemberga@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/latvija

n LITHUANIA
Europos Komisijos Atstovybė Lietuvojen
H	Gedimino pr. 16
 Vilnius 01103
☏ +370 8 5 231 31 91

Agnė Kazlauskaite
☏ +370 8 5 231 31 85
@ agne.KAZLAUSKAITE@ec.europa.eu
w vwww.ec.europa.eu/lietuva

n LUXEMBOURG
Représentation de la Commission Européenne au 
Luxembourg
H	Maison de l’Europe
 7 Rue du Marché aux Herbes
 2920 Luxembourg
☏ +352 430 13 29 25

T H E  E U R O P E A N  C O M M I S S I O N       E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

Kim Miranda
☏ +352 430 13 03 65
@ Kim.Miranda@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/luxembourg

n MALTA
Representation of the European Commission in Malta/
Ir-Rappreżentanza tal-Kummissjoni Ewropea f’Malta
H	Dar I-Ewropa
 254 St Paul’s Street/Triq San Pawl
 Valletta VLT 1215, Malta
☏ +356 2342 50 00

Therese Zahra
☏ +356 2342 5101 
@ therese.zahra@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/malta

n NETHERLANDS
Vertegenwoordiging van de Europese Commissie in 
Nederland
H	 Korte Vijverberg 5
 2513 AB Den Haag
☏ +31 70 313 53 80

Cecilia Thorfinn
O  +31 6 83 53 32 16
@ cecilia.thorfinn@ec.europa.eu
w www.eu.nl

n POLAND
Przedstawicielstwo Komisji Europejskiej w Polsce
H	Ul. Jasna 14/16a
 00-041 Warszawa
☏ +48 22 556 89 89

Piotr Świtalski
@ Piotr.Switalski@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/polska
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n PORTUGAL
Representação da Comissão Europeia em Portugal
H	 Largo Jean Monnet 1-10°
 1269-068 Lisboa 
☏ +351 213 509 800

Raquel Maria Patricio Gomes
☏ +351 213 509 878
@ Raquel-Maria.Patricio-Gomes@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/portugal

n ROMANIA
Reprezentanța Comisiei Europene în România
H	 Strada Vasile Lascǎr 31
 020492 Bucureşti
☏ +40 21 203 54 00

Roxana Morea
@ roxana.morea@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/romania

n SLOVAKIA
Zastúpenie Európskej komisie v Slovenskej republike
H	 Palisády 29
 811 06 Bratislava
☏ +421 2 54 43 17 18

Jana Cappello
☏ +421 2 59 20 32 93
@ jana.cappello@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/slovensko

n SLOVENIA
Predstavniǎtvo Evropske komisije v Republiki Sloveniji
H	 Breg 14
 1000 Ljubljana
☏ +386 1 252 88 00

Maja Pavlovic 
☏ +386 1 252 88 13
@ maja.pavlovic @ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/slovenija

n SPAIN
Representación de la Comisión Europea en España
H	 Paseo de la Castellan
 46, 28046 Madrid
☏ + 34 91 423 80 00

Dimitri Barua
☏ + 34 91 423 80 10
@ dimitri.barua@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/spain

Representació de la Comissió Europea en Cataluña
H	 Paseo de Gracia 90, 1°
 08008 Barcelona
☏ +34 93 467 78 12

Laura Rahola
☏ +34 93 467 78 12
@ laura.rahola@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/spain

n SWEDEN
Europeiska Kommisisonen i Sverige
H	 Regeringsgatan 65
 103 90 Stockholm
☏ +46 8 562 444 11

Johan Wullt
☏ +46 8 562 444 06
@ johan.wullt@ec.europa.eu
w www.eukomm.se

n UNITED KINGDOM
Representation of the European Commission in the 
United Kingdom
H	 32 Smith Square
 London SW1P 3EU, United Kingdom
☏ +44 20 79 73 19 71

Mark English
☏ +44 20 79 73 19 86
@ mark.english@ec.europa.eu
w www.ec.europa.eu/unitedkingdom
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Representation of the European Commission in Wales
H	 2 Caspian Point, Caspian Way
 Cardiff CF10 4QQ
☏ +44 29 20 89 50 20

Rachael Langlands-Brown
@ rachael.langlands-brown@ec.europa.eu

Representation of the European Commission 
in Scotland
H	 9 Alva Street
 Edinburgh EH2 4PH
☏ +44 13 12 25 20 58

Caroline Winchester
@ caroline.winchester@ec.europa.eu

Representation of the European Commission 
in Northern Ireland
H	 74-76 Dublin Road
 Belfast BT2 7HP

Catherine McShane
@ catherine.mcshane@ec.europa.eu
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H	Rue Wiertz 60
 1047 Brussels
☏ +32 2 284 21 11
w www.europarl.europa.eu

The European Parliament is the most accessible of 
the EU’s main institutions. Most of its meetings are 
held in public and its members – MEPs – are usu-
ally happy to speak on the record to reporters. The 
European Parliament has well-equipped press rooms 
in Brussels and Strasbourg that visiting reporters can 
also use.

Twelve of the Parliament’s plenary sessions per year 
are held in Strasbourg, while the bulk of the par-
liamentary work in the committees and the political 
groups, as well as one ‘mini plenary’ per month, takes 
place in Brussels. Transport and accommodation 
costs can make it harder for some Brussels-based 
journalists to cover the institution from Strasbourg. 
However, live broadcasts of plenary sessions and 
press conferences on Europe by Satellite (EbS) have 
made the task of reporting on the Parliament easier.
The European Parliament is offering to cover trav-
elling expenses for up to 20 Brussels-based jour-
nalists per month, to attend the plenary sessions in 
Strasbourg. For information check with the EP press 
service and contact API-IPA (info@api-ipa.org).

The Parliament’s own television channels (www.
europarltv.europa.eu) are designed to increase 
information and communication about its activities. 
While journalists’ organisations have welcomed 
efforts to increase the information available, they 
have also raised concerns that the Parliament has 
begun producing ‘ready-made’ programmes in 
competition with traditional media without offering 
sufficient guarantees on editorial independence.

The Parliament has no daily briefing, but it organ-
ises a pre-session press conference in its Brussels 
building at 11:00am on the Friday before the monthly 
meeting in Strasbourg. A ‘last-minute’ press briefing 
is held in Strasbourg at 16:00h – half an hour be-
fore the start of the sitting – on the Monday of each 
session week.

A full list of MEPs and the committees on which 
they sit on can be found on the Parliament’s website: 
www.europarl.europa.eu

MEPs are their own best spokespersons. Some are 
highly knowledgeable, most are able to speak in 
‘sound bites’, and all are keen to be quoted on the 
record. However, if you cannot get hold of a poli-
tician, the Parliament’s press officers or the MEP’s 
assistants are excellent sources to explain the details 
of legislation, groups’ positions or resolutions  being 
discussed or their background.

For big picture issues, contact the spokesperson of 
the Parliament president, the European Parliament’s 

press service. There are ‘institutional’ press officers 
for each of the official languages of the EU, and 
one press officer attached to each EP committee. 
The political groups have their own press officers, 
and usually there is a press attaché in each national 
delegation within the groups. Moreover, good  infor-
mation sources for journalist are often the so called 
‘rapporteurs’ and ‘shadow rapporteurs’ dealing with 
a particular legislative text, as they play an important 
role in the negotiations within the Parliament and 
with the Council and the Commission.

Frederic Sierakowski, © European Union - EP Paul-Henri SPAAK building : © Association des Architectes du CIC: 
Vanden Bossche sprl, CRV s.A., CDG sprl, Studiegroep D. Bontinck
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n  MEDIA CONTACTS

Jaume Duch Guillot
Director for the Media and European Parliament 
Spokesperson
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 30 00
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 705
O +32 496 59 94 76
@ jaume.duch@ep.europa.eu

Neil Corlett
Acting Head of Press Unit and Deputy Spokesperson
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 20 77
O +32 470 89 16 63
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 167
@ neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu

n  PRESS UNIT – SPOKESPERSONS SERVICE

Constanze Beckerhoff
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 43 02
O +32 498 98 35 50
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 780
@constanze.beckerhoff@ep.europa.eu

Delphine Colard
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 33 83
O +32 498 98 44 85
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 751
@ Delphine.Colard@Ep.Europa.Eu

Cezary Lewanowicz
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 03 97
O +32 498 98 34 02
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 164 407
@ Cezary.Lewanowicz@Ep.Europa.Eu

Sanne De Ryck
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 25 31
O +32 498 98 34 51
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 164 123
@ Sanne.Deryck@Ep.Europa.Eu

n  AUDIOVISUAL SUPPORT

The European Parliament has a brand new Mul-
timedia Centre, a single platform for audiovisual 
material. It offers video news footage, audio sound 
bites, video/audio replays and images. It also hosts 
ready to broadcast videos. A state of the art search 
engine, thematic packages and the schedule of daily 
Parliament production will help you easily find the 
media you are looking for. You can watch, download 
and share media with just a click, without having to 
register. However, registration will give you free ac-
cess to a number of special.

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
home

Contact 
Olivier Amory
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 06 10
O +32 473 55 69 56
☏ Strasbourg + 33 3 88 173 482 
@ olivier.amory@europarl.europa.eu

n  PRESIDENT’S PRESS OFFICE

Carlo Corazza
President’s Spokesperson; media relations with Spain, 
France, Italy and Portugal
☏ Bruxelles +32 2 284 40 90
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 588
@ carlo.corazza@ep.europa.eu

Delia Vlase
Coordination; planning; twitter; press statements; 
media relations with Bulgaria , Czech Republic, 
Germany, Croatia, Hungary, Austria, Poland, Romania, 
Slovenia, Slovakia
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 25 51
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 177 090
@ delia.vlase@ep.europa.eu

Nicolas Simoncini
Press statements; social media; media relations 
with Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Finland, 
Sweden, United Kingdom
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 241 7
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 877
@ nicholas.simoncini@ep.europa.eu

Peter Agius
Speechwriter; media relations with Cyprus, Greece, 
Malta, access to documents, DG EPRS
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 06 45
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 568
@ peter.agius@ep.europarl.eu

n  PRESS OFFICERS BY POLICY AREA

Most information about Parliament’s activities 
is provided by press officers in each of the 24 
language sectors: Much of Parliament’s work is 
conducted in committees. Each committee has a 
news report service.

..................................................
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
(ENVI), Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), 
Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON), 
Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL), 
Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
(IMCO), Special Committee on the Financial 
and Economic Crisis (CRIS)

Baptiste Chatain (ENVI)
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 09 92
O +32 498 98 13 37
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 151
@ Envi-press@ep.europa.eu

Raluca Viviana Huluban (ITRE)
☏ Brussels : +32 2 284 14 98
O +32 498 98 33 34
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 715
@ indu-press@ep.europa.eu

Dorota Kolinska - coordinator (ECON)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 27 87
O +32 498 98 32 80
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 005
@ Econ-press@ep.europa.eu

Hyun-Sung Khang (ECON/PANA)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 47 10
@ Econ-press@ep.europa.eu

Isabel Teixeira Nadkarni (IMCO)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 21 98
O +32 498 96 33 36
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 176 758
@ imco-press@ep.europa.eu

Urska Dolinsek (EMPL)
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 26 26
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 466
O +32 475 78 48 56
@ empl-press@ep.europa.eu

It is worth knowing that you can book 
a camera/cameramen in the European 
Parliament for free for one hour, and other 
facilities like studios and stand up positions 
are available too. There are also five free of 
charge radio studios. And the Parliament’s 
photo service provides on request free 
photographers and stock photos.
You will need to book these services in 
advance. Details can be found via
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/
Page.aspx?id=38&menu=booking

T H E  E U R O P E A N  PA R L I A M E N T   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N
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..............................................
Agriculture (AGRI), Fisheries (PECH), Regional 
Development (REGI), Culture and Education 
(CULT), Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

Michaela Findeis
Coordinator (AGRI)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 11 41
O +32 498 98 33 32
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 603
@ Agri-press@ep.europa.eu

Cornelia Gusa (CULT)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 26 01
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 784
@ cult-press@ep.europa.eu

Jan Jakubov (AGRI)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 44 76
O +32 498 98 35 90
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 840
@ Agri-press@ep.europa.eu

Jaan Soone (TRAN, REGI)
☏ Bruxelles +32 2 283 22 82
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 473
O +32 498 98 33 29
@ tran-press@ep.europa.eu

Kristina-Antigoni Elefterie (REGI/PECH)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 27 98
O +32 498 98 32 83
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 651
@ fish-press@europarl.europa.eu
@ region-press@europarl.europa.eu

.................................................
Constitutional Affairs (AFCO), Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), Legal Affairs 
(JURI), Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
(FEMM), Petitions (PETI)

Sara Ahnborg – coordinator (AFCO)

☏ Brussels +32 2 283 40 18
O +32 498 9 13 36
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 856

Maja Orel Schwarz (FEMM)
☏ Bruxelles +32 2 283 23 57
O +32 473 86 49 74
@ femm-press@europarl.europa.eu

Rikke Uldall (LIBE)
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 29 76
O +32 498 98 32 57
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 033
@ libe-press@europarl.europa.eu

Estefania Narrilos (LIBE)
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 13 24
O +32 498 98 39 85
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 661
@ libe-press@europarl.europa.eu

Viktor Almqvist (PETI)
☏ Brussels + 32 2 283 18 34
O +32 470 88 29 42
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 856
@ peti-press@europarl.europa.eu

lina Lietzen (JURI)
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 07 31
O +32 470 88 39 10
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 472
@ crim-press@europarl.europa.eu

..................................................
Foreign Affairs (AFET), Development (DEVE), 
International Trade (INTA), Human Rights 
(DROI), Security and Defense (SEDE), ACP, 
Euromed, Eurolat, Euronest

Federico De Girolamo - coordinator
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 13 89
O +32 498 98 35 91

☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 850
@ frederico.degirolamo@ep.europa.eu

Gediminas Vilkas (AFET, SEDE)
☏ Brussels +32 2 2 284 63 96
O +32 498 98 33 30
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 164 504
@ foreign-press@ep.europa.eu

Emilie Tournier
☏ Brussels +32 2 2 283 05 78
O +32 473 55 74 66
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 649
@ foreign-press@ep.europa.eu

Bàlint Péter Linder
☏ Brussels +32 2 2 283 25 84
O +32 470 88 08 77
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 839
@ deve-press@ep.europa.eu

..................................................
Budgetary Affairs (BUDG, CONT)

Armin Wisdorff (BUDG, CONT)
☏ Brussels +32 2 2 284 09 24
O +32 498 98 13 45
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 780
@ Budg-press@ep.europa.eu
@ Cont-press@ep.europa.eu

Janis Krastins (CONT)
☏ Brussels +32 2 2 284 67 18
O +32 470 88 28 04
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 336
@ cont-press@ep.europa.eu

n  EP POLITICAL GROUPS PRESS SERVICES

Each political group has a press service, website 
and e-mail list for journalists

..................................................
European People’s Party (EPP)

Pedro López de Pablo
Head of Press and Communications
@ pedro.lopez@europarl.europa.eu
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 27 86
O +32 475 49 33 52
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 28 474 871
@ pedro.lopez@europarl.europa.eu
w www.epp.eu

..................................................
Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
& Democrats (S&D)

Utta Tuttlies
Head of Press and Communication Unit
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 37 44
O +32 495 19 26 67
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 998
@ utta.tuttlies@europarl.europa.eu
w www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu

..................................................
European Conservatives and Reformists 
Group (ECR)

James Holtum
Group Spokesman
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 13 94
O +32 473 86 17 62
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 512
@ james.holtum@europarl.europa.eu
w www.ecrgroup.eu
..................................................
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe (ALDE)

Jeroen Reijnen
Head of Press Unit
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 25 18
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☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 275
@ jeroen.reijnen@europarl.europa.eu
w www.alde.eu

.................................................
The Greens/European Free Alliance 
(Greens/EFA)

Richard More O’Ferrall
Press and Media Officer
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 16 69
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 042
@ richard.moreoferrall@ep.europa.eu  
w www.greens-efa.org

..................................................
European United Left/Nordic Green Left 
(EUL/NGL)

Gianfranco Battistini
Press Officer
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 67 85
O +32 475 64 66 28
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 949
@ gianfranco.battistini@europarl.europa.eu
w www.guengl.eu

..................................................
Europe of Freedom and Direct Democracy 
(EFDD)

Hermann Kelly
Press Officer
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 60 57
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 178 303
@ hermann.kelly@europarl.europa.eu
w www.efdgroup.eu

Europe of Nations and Freedom (ENF)
☏ Brussels + 32 2 283 20 53
@ ENF-SG@ep.europa.eu

n  PRESS OFFERS BY LANGUAGES/
NATIONAL DELEGATIONS

n BULGARIAN
Biliana Tzarnoretchka
☏ Sofia + 359 985 35 43 
☏ Strasbourg + 33 3 88 174 601
@ biliana.tzarnoretchka@ep.europa.eu 

n CROATIAN
Maja Orel Schwarz
☏ Brussels + 32 2 283 23 57
O + 32 473 86 49 74
@ maja.orel@ep.europa.eu

n CZECH
Iva Lanova
☏ Prague +420 255 826 470
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 240
O +420 775 511 125
@ iva.lanova@ep.europa.eu

n DANISH
Rikke Uldall
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 29 76 
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 033
O +32 498 98 32 57  
@ presse-dk@ep.europa.eu

n DUTCH
Sanne de Ryck
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 25 31
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 164 123
O +32 498 98 34 51
@ sanne.deryck@ep.europa.eu
n ESTONIAN
Jaan Soone
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 22 82
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 473
O +32 498 98 32 29
@ press-ET@ep.europa.eu

n ENGLISH
Olga Dziewulska
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 23 19
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 822
O +44 7786 060 531
@ press-EN@epl.europa.eu
@ olga.dziewulska@ep.europa.eu

n FINNISH
Lina Lieten
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 07 31
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 472
O +32 470 88 39 10
@ tiedotus@ep.europa.eu

n FRENCH
Baptiste Chatain 
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 09 92
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 151
O +32 498 98 13 37
@ presse-fr@ep.europa.eu

Emilie Tournier
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 05 78
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 649
O +32 473 55 74 66
@ presse-FR@ep.europa.eu

n GAELIC/IRISH
Catherine Bunyan
☏ Dublin +353 1 605 7932
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 828
O +353 86 855 9423

n GERMAN
Armin Wisdorff
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 09 24
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 780
O +32 498 98 13 45
@ presse-DE@ep.europa.eu

n GREEK
Kristina-Antigoni Elefterie  
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 27 98
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 651
O +32 498 98 32 83
@ typos-el@ep.europa.eu

n HUNGARIAN
Bâlint Péter Linder
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 25 84
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 839
O +32 470 88 08 77
@ Balint.linder@ep.europa.eu

n ITALIAN
Federico De Girolamo
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 13 89
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 172 850
O +32 498 98 35 91
@ stampa-IT@epl.europa.eu

n LITHUANIAN
Gediminas Vilkas
☏ Brussels +32 2 28 46396
☏ Strasbourg + 33 3 88 164 504
O +32 498 98 33 30
@ spauda-LT@ep.europa.eu

n MALTESE
John Schranz
☏ Brussels +3222844264
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 178 290
@ John.schranz@ep.europa.eu

n POLISH
Dorota Kolinska
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 27 87
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 076
O +32 498 98 32 80
@ dorota.kolinska@ep.europa.eu
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Cezary Lewanowicz
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 03 97
☏ Strasbourg + 33 3 88 164 407
O +32 498 98 34 02
@ cezary.lewanowicz@ep.europa.eu

n PORTUGUESE
Isabel Teixeira Nadkarni
☏ Brussels + 32 2 283 21 98
☏ Strasbourg + 33 3 88 176 758
O +32 498 98 33 36
@ imprensa-PT@ep.europa.eu

n ROMANIAN
Raluca Viviana Huluban
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 14 98
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 715
O +32 498 98 33 34
@ redactia-RO@ep.europa.eu

n SLOVAKIAN
Jan Jakubov
☏ +32 2 283 44 76
☏ +33 3 88 17 38 40
O +32 498 98 35 90
@ TlacoveOddelenie-sk@ep.europa.eu

n SLOVENE
Janez Vouk
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 10 53
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 466
O +32 475 78 48 56
@ tiskovnaSluzba-SL@ep.europa.eu

n SPANISH
Estafania Narrillos
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 13 24 
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 661 
O +32 498 98 39 85
@ prensa-es @epl.europa.eu

n SWEDISH
Sara Ahnborg
☏ Brussels +32 2 283 40 18
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 856
O +32 498 98 13 36
@ press-sv@ep.europa.eu

Viktor Almqvist
☏ Brussels +32 2 28 31 834
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 173 856
O +32 470 88 29 42
@ Viktor.almqvist@ep.europa.eu

n  PRESS OFFICERS IN MEMBER STATES

One of the main roles of the information offices is to 
provide journalists all over Europe with information 
about Parliament and help them in their contacts with 
the institution.

n ATHENS – GREECE (GR)
Constantinos Tsoutsoplides
☏ Athens +30 210 327 89 28
O +30 6973 699 886
@ constantinos.tsoutsoplides@ep.europa.eu

n BARCELONA – SPAIN (ES)
Sergi Barrera
☏ Barcelona +34 93 272 20 44
O +34 679 896 498
@ sergi.barrera@ep.europa.eu

n BERLIN – GERMANY (DE)
Judit Hercegfalvi
☏ Berlin +49 30 2280 1080
O +49 15 11 72 57 196
@ presse-berlin@ep.europa.eu

n BUCAREST – ROMANIA (RO)
Bogdan Barla
☏ Bucarest +40 21 405 08 85
O +40 741 138 767

@ bogdan.barla@ep.europa.eu

n BRATISLAVA – SLOVAKIA (SK)
Sona Mellak
☏ Bratislava +421 259 429 695
O +421 918 708 590
@ sona.mellak@ep.europa.eu

n BRUSSELS – BELGIUM (BEL)
Lieven Cosijn
☏ Brussels +32 2 284 31 26
O +32 473 864 141
@ lieven.cosijn@ep.europa.eu

n BUDAPEST – HUNGARY (HU)
Annamaria Szontagh
☏ Budapest  +36 1 411 35 52
O +36 30 603 05 75
@ annamaria.szontagh@ep.europa.eu

n COPENHAGEN – DENMARK (DK)
Jacob Lolck
☏ Copenhagen +45 33 41 40 44
@ jacob.lolck@ep.europa.eu

n DUBLIN – IRELAND (IE)
Catherine Bunyan
☏ Dublin +353 1 605 79 32
O +353 868 55 94 23
@ catherine.bunyan@ep.europa.eu

n HELSINKI – FINLAND (FI)
Niina Saloranta
☏ Helsinki +358 96 22 04 521
O +358 40 72 050 25
@ niina.saloranta@ep.europa.eu

n LISBON – PORTUGAL (PT)
Teresa Coutinho
☏ Lisbon +351 21 3504913
O +351 917 683 430
@ teresa.coutinho@ep.europa.eu

n LJUBLJANA – SLOVENIA (SL)
Manja Toplak  
☏ Ljubljana +386 1252 8842
O +386 40 560 637
@ manja.toplak@ep.europa.eu

n LONDON – UNITED KINGDOM (UK)
Olga Dziewulska
☏ London +44 207 227 4335
O +44 7786 060 531
@ olga.dziewulska@ep.europa.eu

n MADRID – SPAIN (ES)
Damian Castano
☏ Madrid +34 91 436 47 67
O +34 608 577 966
@ damian.castano@ep.europa.eu

n NICOSIA – CYPRUS (CY)
Alexandra Attalides
☏ Nicosia +357 22 870 500
O +357 99 697 500
@ alexandra.attalides@ep.europa.eu

n PARIS – FRANCE (FR)
Cheida André
☏ Paris +33 1 40 63 40 07
O (+33) 631 598 435
@ cheida.andre@ep.europa.eu

n PRAGUE – CZECH REPUBLIC
Iva Lanova
☏ Prague +420 2 55 82 64 70
O + 429 775 511 125
@ iva.lanova@ep.europa.eu

n RIGA – LATVIA (LV)
Signe Znotina-Znota
☏ Vilnius +371 670 854 68
O +371 292 965 24 
@ signe.znotina-znota@ep.europa.eu
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n ROMA – ITALY (IT)
Maurizio Molinari
☏ Roma +39 06 699 50 212
O +39 339 530 0819
@ maurizio.molinari@ep.europa.eu

n SOFIA – BULGARIA (BG)
Biliana Tzarnoretchka
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 174 601
O +359 985 35 43
@ biliana.tzarnoretchka@ep.europa.eu

n STOCKHOLM – SWEDEN (SE)
STOCKHOLM – SWEDEN (SV) 
Tiia Mustonen
☏ Stockholm +46 85 62 44 46 61
O +46 709 98 96 27
@ tiia.mustonen@ep.europa.eu

n TALLINN- ESTONIA (ET)
Pille Vaher
☏ Tallinn +(372) 630 6967
O +(372) 530 58 095
@ pille.Vaher@ep.europa.eu

n THE HAGUE – THE NETHERLANDS (NL)
Ingelise de Boer
☏ Den Haag: +31 70 313 5422
O +31 6 129 40 913  
@ ingelise.deboer@europarl.europa.eu

n VALETTA – MALTA (MT)
Anna Zammit
☏ Valetta +356 21 23 50 75
☏ Strasbourg +33 3 88 178 120
@ anna.zammit@ep.europa.eu

n VIENNA – AUSTRIA (AT)
Huberta Heinzel
☏ Vienna +43 1 516 17 201
O +43 676 55 03126
@ huberta.heinzel@ep.europa.eu

T H E  E U R O P E A N  PA R L I A M E N T   

n VILNIUS – LITHUANIA (LT)
Robertas Pogorelis
☏ Vilnius +370 5 212 1530
O +370 689 53306
@ robertas.pogorelis@ep.europa.eu

n WARSAW – POLAND (PL)
Piotr Wolski
☏ Warsaw +48 22 59 52 484
O +48 665 851 836
@ piotr.wolski@ep.europa.eu

n ZAGREB – CROATIA (HR)
Maja Ljubic
☏ Zagreb +385 1 4880 272
O +385 992 713 026
@ maja.ljubic@ep.europa.eu
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T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

n  NOTE
The Council of the European Union, also 
known as “the Council” or “Council of 
Ministers”, meets in Brussels most of the 
year. However, due to a legal obligation 
enshrined in the EU treaties, all ministerial 
meetings in April, June and October are 
held in Luxembourg.

The Council of the European Union brings together 
the governments of the 28 EU Member States. to 
discuss and negociate EU decisions, policies and 
legislation. It has the role of EU co-legislator, which 
it shares with the European Parliament. The Council 
also coordinates the economic policies of the mem-
ber States. The EU Council, as it is usually called by 
the press, is not to be confused with the European 
Council – see below – or with the Council of Eu-
rope, which is an international organisation based in 
Strasbourg and entirely separated from the European 
Union.

the Council Secretariat. The spokespersons for the 
presidency are also important contacts.

Informal ministerial meetings are held in the country 
holding the presidency, providing an opportunity for 
reporters based outside Brussels and notably in the 
country of the presidency to report on European issues.
Permanent representations of the Member States 
also organise meetings for their country’s media, 
which can be open to media from other countries. 
Their press officers can be contacted for information 
about the respective national positions.

H	Justus Lipsius building
 Rue de la Loi 175
 1048 Brussels
☏ +32 2 281 61 11
w www.consilium.europa.eu

General Affairs and External Relations (including Se-
curity and Defence policy), Justice and Home Affairs 
and Economic and Financial Affairs, also including 
the EU budget. Coreper 1 deals with all other issues.

There are no regular daily briefings by the Council’s 
press officers, although briefings are always given 
before ministerial meetings, and technical or thematic 
background briefings are also frequently scheduled.

Pre-Council briefings are usually given by the 
six-monthly rotating Council presidency supported by 

Media contact with the Council occurs mainly on the 
occasion of ministerial meetings. Background brief-
ings and documents are provided before these meet-
ings, flash press releases and Council conclusions 
are issued during them, and they are followed by a 
press conference.

The Council press office is also available for back-
ground information about Council preparations, which 
occur notably in the weekly meetings of Coreper 2, 
the forum for national permanent representatives, or 
Coreper 1 for their deputies. Coreper 2 deals with 

© European Union, 2017, Source: EC - Audiovisual Service, Photo: Etienne Ansotte



n
 6

9

n  EUROPEAN COUNCIL

The European Council is composed of the heads 
of state or government of the European Union and 
the president of the Commission. It takes policy de-
cisions, setting the general political guidelines and 
priorities of the EU action. It cannot take legislative 
decisions itself, but it can issue instructions for the 
Commission and the Council of Ministers. The Eu-
ropean Council is often called to try to solve, at the 
highest political level, problems arisen in negotiations 
among the member states, unblocking decisions 
stuck in the Council at the ministerial level

The Lisbon Treaty turned the European Council (often 
called 'EU summit'), which previsously had a less 
definite status, into an EU institution in its own right. 
In addition, it created the position of the permanent 
‘President’ of the European Council, nominated for 
two-and-a-half years, with the possibility of renewing 
his/her nomination to a maximum of five years. The 
main tasks of the President of the European Council 
are to prepare and chair its meetings, to make sure 
that decisions are subsequently put into practice and 
to represent the European Union abroad at his level, 

together with the President of the Commission. The 
current president of European Council is Donald Tusk.

The European Council meets at least four times a 
year, in Brussels. In practice, it has tended in recent 
years to meet more frequently than that, sometimes 
in informal or extraordinary settings. 

Summits with third countries (e.g. EU-Russia, EU-
US, EU-China, etc.) are also held in the Council 
building when they take place in Brussels.

n  THE PRESIDENT’S PRESS OFFICE

Preben Aamann
European Council President Spokesperson
☏ +32 2 281 5150
O +32 476 85 0543
@ press.president@consilium.europa.eu
U @prebeneuspox

Carla Valtorta
Support and coordination for the President
☏ +32 2 281 51 50
@ carla.valtorta@consilium.europa.eu

n  PRESS OFFICE OF THE EU COUNCIL
As a one-stop-shop for finding out what is 
happening in the Council, its press service is a good 
place to start. Council press officers generally speak 
on background or off the record. There are press 
officers responsible for specific Council policy areas, 
who have a great knowledge of those areas that 
they are always willing to share.

Central Press Office Secretariat
☏ +32 2 281 63 19
@ press.office@consilium.europa.eu
U @EUCouncilPress
C http://instagram.com/eucouncil

Press centre
☏ +32 2 281 90 00
@ press.centre@consilium.europa.eu
@ press.accreditation@consilium.europa.eu

n  MEDIA RELATIONS UNIT

Guy Milton
Head of Media relations
☏ +32 2 281 85 19
O +32 477 67 06 60
@ guy.milton@consilium.europa.eu

Secretariat
Mirela Cioroiu
☏ +32 2 281 36 26
@ mirela.cioroiu@consilium.europa.eu

Central secretariat
Tina Grosvenor
Andrea Bukšarová
Vladas Kukulskis
Alicia Fernandez Martinez
☏ +32 2 281 63 19
@ press.office@consilium.europa.eu

n  MEDIA OPERATIONS UNIT

Erik Schultz-Nielsen
Head of Media operations
☏ +32 2 281 73 72
O +32 473 87 94 37
@ erik.schultz-nielsen@consilium.europa.eu

n ROTATING PRESIDENCIES

The presidency of the Council changes twice 
a year: on January 1st and July 1st. During its 
six-month term, the presidency chairs Council 
meetings in all configurations except for the 
Foreign Affairs Council, which is chaired by 
the High Representative for Foreign affairs 
and Security Policy, and the Eurogroup, which 
is an informal meeting of the ministers of 
finace of the eurozone member states, since 
January 2018 chaired by the the Portugese 
minister Mario Centeno.
Informal ministerial meetings are held 
in the country holding the presidency. 
The presidencies for the next years are:

Bulgaria January-June 2018
Austria July-December 2018
Romania January-June 2019
Finland July-December 2019
Croatia January-June 2020
Germany July-December 2020
Portugal January-June 2021
Slovenia July-December 2021
France January-June 2022
Czech Republic July-December 2022
Sweden January-June 2023
Spain July-December 2023
Belgium January-June 2024
Hungary July-December 2024

T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

n  TIP
Special accreditation is necessary for 
journalists wanting to cover these European 
Council sessions. Details can be found here: 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/
press/accreditation/
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n  MEDIA POLICY, PLANNING 
& PRESS CENTRE

Romain Sadet
Head of team - Media policy, planning & press centre
☏ +32 2 281 89 14
O +32 473 86 54 37
@ romain.sadet@consilium.europa.eu

Vito Maltese
Press centre & videostreaming
☏ +32 2 281 84 35
O +32 475 36 02 95
@ Vito.maltese@consilium.europa.eu

Philippe Crapanzano
Newsdesk
☏ +32 2 281 37 90
O +32 478 50 04 42
@ newsdesk@consilium.europa.eu

n  PRESS CENTRE

☏ +32 2 281 90 00
@ press.centre@consilium.europa.eu
@ press.accreditation@consilium.europa.eu

Federico Bagioli
☏ +32 2 281 68 29
O +32 473 52 19 64

Anna Madej
☏ +32 2 281 27 87
O +32 476 87 10 56

Rita Piovano
☏ +32 2 281 56 52
O +32 473 85 02 31

Karolis Vaitonis 
☏ +32 2 281 41 99
O +32 473 54 12 61

Giuseppe Anconetani
☏ +32 2 281 83 08
O +32 477 57 97 81

Giuseppe Fulvo
☏ +32 2 281 64 16
O +32 476 48 13 00

Stavros Spyridonos 
☏ +32 2 281 88 18
O +32 473 64 05 07

n  PRESS OFFICERS

Ester Arauzo Azofra
“Brexit”
☏ +32 2 281 53 61
O +32 473 63 07 23
@ ester.arauzo-azofra@consilium.europa.eu

Jüri Laas
European Council, EU summits with third countries
☏  +32 2 281 55 23
O +32 470 95 75 61
@ juri.laas@consilium.europa.eu

Alain Taverriti
Digital and social media, EU summits
☏ +32 2 281 36 84
O +32 475 63 59 62
@ alain.taverriti@consilium.europa.eu

François Head
Economic and Financial Affairs
☏ +32 2 281 60 83
O +32 475 95 38 07
@ francois.head@consilium.europa.eu

Virginie Battu
Foreign Affairs; security & defence issues
☏ +32 2 281 53 16
O +32 470 18 24 05  
@ virginie.battu@consilium.europa.eu

Maria Tomasik
Eurogroup, trade, development
☏ +32 2 281 24 63
O +32 470 88 23 83
@ Maria.tomasik@consilium.europa.eu

Veronica Huertas Cerdeira
Home affairs, counter-terrorism coordination
☏ +32 2 281 45 48
O +32 470 88 21 99
@ veronica.huertas-cerdeira@consilium.
europa.eu

Ana Crespo Parrondo
Environment and climate change
☏ +32 2 281 53 16
O +32 470 18 24 05
@ Ana.crespoparrondo@consilium.europa.eu

Daniela Maria Lenzu
Agriculture and Fisheries
☏ +32 2 281 21 46
O +32 470 88 04 02
@ Maria-daniela.lenzu@consilium.europa.eu

Víctor Flavián
Competitiveness (Internal market, Industry, Research 
and Space)
☏ +32 2 281 67 15
O +32 473 64 03 90
@ victor.flavian@consilium.europa.eu

Päivikki Ala-Honkola
TTE (Telecommunications and Transport); (provisional) 
general affairs (cohesion, institutional questions, 
administration)
☏ +32 2 281 86 48
O +32 479 95 50 86
@ paivikki.ala-honkola@consilium.europa.eu

Evi Liaskou
Employment, Social Policy; enlargement & EEA:EFTA; 
health and consumer affairs; (provisional) budget
☏ +32 2 281 52 72
O +32 470 96 04 77
@ evi.liaskou@consilium.europa.eu

Helena Gomes
Energy, Education, Youth, Culture and Sport
☏ +32 2 281 70 40
O +32 479 95 50 79
@ helena.gomes@consilium.europa.eu

Romain Sadet
Justice affairs, Corporate communications
☏ +32 2 281 89 14 
O +32 473 86 54 37
@ romain.sadet@consilium.europa.eu

n  MEDIA MONITORING

Ausra Aleliunaite
Head of sector
☏ +32 2 281 69 38
O +32 472 92 04 87
@ ausra.aleliunaite@consilium.europa.eu

T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N
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n  AUDIOVISUAL SERVICE

Isabelle Brusselmans
Counsellor, Head of sector
☏ +32 2 281 57 13
O  +32 475 75 34 06
@ isabelle.brusselmans@consilium.europa.eu

Andrea Desormeaux
Producer
☏ +32 2 281 67 16
O +32 477 97 35 52
@ andrea.desormeaux@consilium.europa.eu

Svetla Bobeva
Coordination of Council public sessions, Videostreaming
☏ +32 2 281 60 92
@ svetla.bobeva@consilium.europa.eu

Pavel Kaucky
☏ +32 2 281 77 36
O +32 477 97 35 37

Alexandre Marx
☏ +32 2 281 63 21
O +32 478 75 83 44

Ellen Woucters
☏ +32 2 281 59 67
O +32 473 84 04 53

n  PHOTO

..................................................
Planning/Coordination/Photo Library

@ planning.photo@consilium.europa.eu

Marie Sandon
☏ +32 2 281 93 71
O +32 473 52 15 18

..................................................
Photographers

Christos Dogas
☏ +32 2 281 71 15 
O +32 476 50 50 38

Tashana Batista
☏ +32 2 281 63 49 
O +32 475 75 26 66

Enzo Zucchi
☏ +32 2 281 73 47 
O +32 476 76 21 55

Mario Salerno
☏ +32 2 281 71 88 
O +32 477 79 00 93

n  EUROGROUP PRESIDENT

The Eurogroup is an informal body where the ministers 
of the euro area member states discuss matters relat-
ing to the euro. Its main task is to coordinate economic 
policies among the euro area member states.
The Eurogroup is also responsible for preparing the 
Euro Summit meetings and for their follow-up.
The Eurogroup usually meets once a month, on the 
eve of the Economic and Financial Affairs Council 
meeting.
In December 2017 Portugese minister of finance 
Mario Centeno was elected as the new chairman 
of the Eurogroup, succeeding Dutch minister Jeroen 
Dijsselbloem.

Luis Rego
Spokesperson
☏ +352 621 136 935
@ eg.spokes@mf.gov.pt

Maria Tomasik
Press officer
☏ +32 2 281 2463
O +32 470 88 23 83

n  PRESS OFFICERS AT PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIONS IN BRUSSELS

The permanent representations of the Member 
States regularly organise meetings for their country’s 
media, which sometimes are open to media from 
other countries too. Their press officers can be 
contacted for information about the respective 
national positions.

n  AUSTRIA
H	 Avenue de Cortenbergh 30
 1040 Brussels

Alexander Paier
☏ +32 2 234 53 44
O +32 475 65 17 13
@ alexander.paier@bmeia.gv.at
w www.bmeia.gv.at

n  BELGIUM
H	 Rue de la Loi 61-63
 1040 Brussels

Stephanie Rossion
☏ +32 2 233 03 92
O +32 470 18 22 47
@ stephanie.rossion@diplobel.fed.be
w www.diplomatie.be/belgoeurop

n  BULGARIA
H	 Square Marie-Louise 49
 1000 Brussels

Genoveva Chervenakova
☏ +32 2 235 83 47

O +32 473 57 50 83
@ genoveva.chervenakova@bg-permrep.eu
w www.mfa.bg/embassies/belgiumpp

n  CROATIA
H	 Avenue des Arts 50
 1000 Brussels

Vesna Loncaric
☏ +32  507 54 87
O +32 499 99 99 38
@ hr.perm.rep@mvep.hr  
w http://eu.mfa.hr/

n  CYPRUS
H	 Avenue de Cortenbergh 61
 1000 Brussels

Maria Stavropoulou
☏ +32 739 51 39
O +32 474 33 33 72
@ maria.stavropoulou@pio.moi.gov.cy
w www.mfa.gov.cy/permrepeu

n  CZECH REPUBLIC
H	 Rue Caroly 15
 1050 Brussels 

Petr Janousek
☏ +32 2 2139 245
O +32 473 55 33 16
@ petr_janousek@mzv.cz
w www.mzv.cz/representation_brussels

n  DENMARK
H	 Rue d’Arlon 73
 1040 Brussels

Tanne Krogh-Bertelsen
☏ +32 2  233 09 77
O +32 490 11 66 24  
@ tannebe@um.dk
w www.eu.um.dk

T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N
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n  ESTONIA
H	 Rue Guimard 11/13
 1040 Brussels

Marika Post
☏ +32 2 227 39 28
O +32 474 98 16 57
@ marika.post@mfa.ee
w www.eu.estemb.be

n  FINLAND
H	 Rue de Trèves 100
 1040 Brussels

Leena Brandt
☏ +32 2 287 85 06
O +32 470 20 61 52
@ leena.brandt@formin.fi
w www.finland.eu

n  FRANCE
H	 Place de Louvain 1
 1000 Brussels

Mathilde Felix-Peganon
☏ +32 2 229 82 78 / 77
O +32 4 99 97 83 64 
@ presse.bruxelles-dfra@diplomatie.gouv.fr
w www.rpfrance.eu

n  GERMANY
H	 Rue Jacques de Lalaing 8/1
 1040 Brussels
Sebastian Fischer
☏ +32 2 787 10 71
O +32 475 45 39 27
@ sebastian.fischer@diplo.de
w www.eu-vertretung.de

n  GREECE
H	 Rue Jacques de Lalaing 19-2
 1040 Brussels
Panagiotis Agrafiotis

☏ +32 2 235 03 75
O  +32 477 99 19 09
@ pagrafiotis@gpo.be
w www.greekembassy-press.be

n  HUNGARY
H	 Rue de Trèves 92-9
 1040 Brussels

Dora Bokay
☏ +32 2 234 14 10
O +32 499 51 67 95
@ dora.bokay@mfa.gov.hu
w www.eu.kormany.hu/permanent-
representation-of-hungary-to-the-eu

n  IRELAND
H	 Rue Froissart 50
 1040 Brussels

Eddy Brannigan
☏ +32 2 282 32  41
O +32 490 56 48 43
@ eddy.brannigan@dfa.ie
w www.irelandrepbrussels.be

n  ITALY
H	 Rue du Marteau 7-1
 1000 Brussels

Davide Bonvicini
☏ +32 2 220 04 66
O +32 492 61 01 72 
@ stampa@rpue.esteri.it
w www.italiaue.esteri.it
n  LATVIA
H	 Avenue des Arts 23
 1000 Brussels

Baiba Zarina
☏ +32 2 238 32 86
O +32 473 52 42 64

T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

@ baiba.zarina@mfa.gov.lv
w www.mfa.gov.lv/en/brussels

n  LITHUANIA
H	 Rue Belliard 41/43
 1040 Brussels

Zana Tarase
☏ +32 2 788 18 60
O +32 471 58 19 73
@ tarase.zanaas.juozaitis@eu.mfa.lt
w www.eurep.mfa.lt

n  LUXEMBOURG
H	 Avenue de Cortenberg 75
 1040 Brussels

Carole Ensch
☏ +32 2 737 56 73
O +32 473 86 39 76
@ carole.ensch@mae.etat.lu  
w http://bruxelles.mae.lu

n  MALTA
H	 Rue Archimède 25 
 1000 Brussels

Keith Caruana
☏ +32 2 238 26 80
O +32 472 30 14 716
@ keith.caruana@gov.mt
w www.doi.gov.mt

n  NETHERLANDS
H	 Avenue de Cortenbergh 4-10
 1040 Brussels

Roy Kenkel
☏ +32 2 679 15 09
O +32 475 66 92 52
@ roy.kenkel@minbuza.nl
w www.eu-nederland.be

n  POLAND 
H	 Rue Stevin 13
 1000 Brussels

Adrian Biernacki
☏ +32 2 780 42 25 
O +32 492 72 73 11
@ adrian.biernacki@msz.gov.pl
w www.brukselaue.msz.gov.pl

n  PORTUGAL
H	 Avenue de Cortenbergh 12
 1040 Brussels

Antonio Esteves Martins
☏ +32 2 286 43 10
O +32 475 23 10 01
@ aem@reper-portugal.be
w www.reper-portugal.be

n  ROMANIA
H	 Rue Montoyer 12
 1000 Brussels

Carmen Raluca Norel
☏ +32 2 700 04 32
O +32 475 65 13 00
@ raluca.norel@rpro.eu
w www.ue.mae.ro

n  SLOVAKIA
H	 Avenue de Cortenberg 79
 1000 Brussels

Janka Nagyova
☏ + 32 2 743 67 07
O +32 473 19 44 57
@ janka.nagyova@mzv.sk
w www.mzv.sk/szbrusel

n  SLOVENIA
H	 Rue du Commerce 44
 1000 Brussels
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Tina Strafela
☏ +32 2 213 63 40
O +32 499 69 67 98
@ tina.strafela@gov.si
w www.bruselj.predstavnistvo.si

n  SPAIN
H	 Boulevard du Régent 52
 1000 Brussels

Ana María Rodriguez Perez
☏ +32 2 509 86 63
O + 32 476 46 07 23
@ ana-maria.rodriguez@reper.maec.es
w www.es-ue.org

n  SWEDEN
H	 Square de Meeûs 30 
 1000 Brussels

Cecilia Möller
☏ +32 2 289 56 55
O +32 475 24 56 60
@ cecilia.moller@govs.se
w www.government.se/sb/d/2250

n  UNITED KINGDOM
H	 Avenue d’Auderghem 10
 1040 Brussels

Ray Tang
☏ +32 2 287 82 12
O +32 471 92 68 07
@ ray.tang@fco.gov.uk
w www.ukeu.fco.gov.uk

n  EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE 
(EEAS)

The European External Action Service (EEAS) serves 
since 2010 as a foreign ministry and diplomatic 
corps for the EU. It is under the authority of the High 

Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
(HR), currently Federica Mogherini, who is also a 
vice-president of the European Commission and 
chairs the Foreign Affairs Council.

The EEAS manages the EU’s response to crises, 
has intelligence capabilities and cooperates with the 
Commission in areas with which it shares compe-
tence. The High Representative can propose and 
implement policy, but does not make policy as that is 
left to the Foreign Affairs Council. The EEAS, formed 
by a merger of the external relation departments of 
the Council and the European Commission, is unique 
and independent from other EU institutions, sits out-
side those institutions and has its own independent 
budget.

H	 EEAS Building
 Rond Point Schuman 9A 
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 584 11 11
w www.eeas.europa.eu

Catherine Ray
Spokesperson 
☏ +32 2 29 69921
O +32 498 96 99 21
@ catherine.ray@ec.europa.eu
U @CatherineEUspox 

T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  E U   
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Apart from the European Commission, Parliament and Council there are many other institutions, some based 
outside Brussels, which provide news. The Court of Justice, in particular, is a treasure-trove of good stories 
for reporters willing to invest their time and energy in covering Europe’s ‘Supreme Court’. Its press service is very 
helpful and ready to explain subtle legal issues to clarify the meaning of rulings. The European Central Bank 
has become increasingly relevant since the introduction of the euro. the single currency of 19 EU member states. 
The president of the ECB, currently Italian Mario Draghi, regularly gives press conferences from its Frankfurt 
headquarters, which can be followed online.

n  EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK 

H	 Sonnemannstrasse 22
 60314 Frankfurt am Main
 Germany

Media and journalist requests
@ media@ecb.europa.eu
☏ +49 69 1344 7455

Director of General Communications
Christine Graeff

Head of Global Media Relations division
Michael Steen
☏ +49 69 1344 7457
O +49 172 145 7286

Press Officers
Rolf Benders (Banking supervision)
☏ +49 69 1344 6925
O +49 162 130 6140

Alexandrine Bouilhet
☏ +49 69 1344 8949
O +49 172 174 9366

Lena-Sophie Demuth
☏ +49 69 1344 5423
O +49 162 295 2316

Peter Ehrlich (Brussels)
☏ +49 69 1344 8320
O +49 172 131 6227
☏ +32 22 335 443

Rocio Gonzalez Lopez
☏ +49 69 1344 6451
O +49 172 202 7199

Uta Harnischfeger (Banking supervision)
☏ +49 69 1344 6321
O +49 162 132 6358

Nicos Keranis (Banking supervision)
☏ +49 69 1344 7806
O +49 172 758 7237

William Lelieveldt
☏ +49 69 1344 7316
O +49 170 227 9090

Eszter Miltényi-Torstensson
☏ +49 69 1344 8034
O +49 171 769 5305

Philippe Rispal
☏ +49 69 1344 5482
O +49 175 182 6376

Stefan Ruhkamp
☏ +49 69 1344 5057
O +49 172 145 7667

Ronan Sheridan (Banking supervision)
☏ +49 69 1344 7416
O +49 152 0151 6179

Eva Taylor
☏ +49 69 1344 7162
O +49 173 215 0190

Andrea Zizola
☏ +49 69 1344 6551
O +49 170 229 2502

w www.ecb.europa.eu

Media requests
@ media@ecb.europa.eu

..................................................

n COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION 

H	 Palais de la Cour de Justice
 Boulevard Konrad Adenauer Kirchberg
 2925 Luxembourg
☏ +352 430 31
w www.curia.europa.eu

To attend a hearing or the delivery of a judgement, 
journalists must obtain prior accreditation:

w https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/
application/pdf/2009-02/en_accreditation.pdf

w https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/
Jo2_7053/en/

Head of Press and Media Division
Juan Carlos González Álvarez
☏ +352 4303 2623 / 2035

Unit France, Luxembourg
Gilles Despeux 
☏ +352 4303 3205 / 3000

Unit Netherlands, Belgium
Stefaan Van der Jeught 
☏ +352 4303 2170 / 3046

Unit Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Estonia
Gitte Stadler
☏ +352 4303 3127 / 2981

Unit Germany, Austria
Hartmut Ost
☏ +352 4303 3255 / 3645

Unit Grece, Cyprus
Estella Cigna 
☏ +352 4303 2582 / 2180 
Unit Italy
Eleonora Montserrat Pappalettere
☏ +352 4303 8575

Unit United Kingdom, Ireland, Malta
Holly Gallagher 
☏ +352 4303 3355 / 3366

Unit Spain, Portugal
Cristina Lopez Roca
☏ +352 4303 3667 / 3042

Unit Poland, Slovenia
Ireneusz Kolowca
☏ +352 4303 2793 / 2878

Unit Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia
Balázs Lehoczki
☏ +352 4303 5499
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Unit Bulgaria, Croatia, Romanía
Iliiana Paliova
☏ +352 4303 3708

..................................................

n  EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS

The Court of Auditors carries out enquires and pub-
lishes reports on the way the EU budget is spent in 
different areas. The results are usually presented in 
press conferences in Brussels and can provide inter-
esting stories for the press.

H	 12 Rue Alcide de Gasperi
 1615 Luxembourg
 Luxembourg

Newsroom Contacts

Mr Mark Rogerson
Spokesperson
☏ +352 4398 47063
O +352 6915 53063

Mr Damijan Fišer
Press Officer
☏ +352 4398-45410
O +352 6215 52224
@ press@eca.europa.eu
U @EUAuditors

..................................................

n  EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL  
 COMMITTEE
H	 Rue Belliard 99 1040 Brussels
w www.eesc.europa.eu

Press Officers

Siana Glouharova
☏ +32 2 546 92 76
@ Siana.Glouharova@eesc.europa.eu

Silvia Monika Aumair
☏ +32 2 546 81 41
@ Silvia-Monika.Aumair@eesc.europa.eu

Daniela Marangoni
☏ +32 2 546 84 22
@ Daniela.Marangoni@eesc.europa.eu

Laura Irena LUI
☏ +32 2 546 91 89
@ LauraIrena.Lui@eesc.europa.eu

Aikaterini Serifi
☏ +32 2 546 91 75
@ Aikaterini.Serifi@eesc.europa.eu

Margarida Reis
☏ +32 2 546 90 36
@ Margarida.Reis@eesc.europa.eu

Jasmin Klötzing
☏ +32 2 546 90 67
@ Jasmin.Kloetzing@eesc.europa.eu

..................................................

n  EUROPEAN STABILITY MECHANISM (ESM) 

The European Stability Mechanism is a perma-
nent financial stability fund whose role is to safe-
guard financial balance in the euro area by providing 
support to member states in economic difficulty. 
Nevertheless the ESM is not an EU institution, as 
it is based on an intergovernmental treaty, which not 

all EU member states have signed. The ESM was 
set up in 2012 as a replacement for the European 
Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) and the European 
Financial Stabilisation Mechanism (EFSM), tempo-
rary organisms created in 2010 in response to the 
European debt crisis. In July 2013 the EFSF hand-
ed all its functions and responsibilities to the ESM, 
though it continued to handle, together with the ESM, 
the already approved bailouts for Greece, Portugal 
and Ireland.
It is located in Luxembourg. Its Board of Governors 
is composed by the Ministers of Finance of each 
Member State.

H	 Circuit de la Foire Internationale 6a
 1347 Luxembourg, Luxembourg
☏ +352 260 96 20
w www.esm.europa.eu

Wolfgang Proissl
Chief Spokesperson
☏ +352 260 96 22 30
@ w.proissl@esm.europa.eu

..................................................

n  COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

H	 Bâtiment Jacques Delors
 Rue Belliard 99-101 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 282 22 11
w http://cor.europa.eu
 
Press Contacts

Pierluigi Boda (IT, EN, FR)
☏ +32 2 282 24 61
@ pierluigi.boda@cor.europa.eu

David Crous Duran (ES, FR, EN, PT)
☏ +32 2 282 24 09
@ david.crous@cor.europa.eu

Andrew Gardner (EN, CZ, FR)
☏ +32 2 282 24 29
@ andrew.gardner@cor.europa.eu

Lauri Ouvinen (FI, SE, ES, FR)
☏ +32 2 282 20 63
@ lauri.ouvinen@cor.europa.eu

Carmen Schmidle (DE, EN)
☏ +32 2 282 23 66
@ carmen.schmidle@cor.europa.eu

Nathalie Vandelle (FR, EN)
☏ +32 2 282 24 99
@ nathalie.vandelle@cor.europa.eu

Wioletta Wojewodzka (PT, FR, EN)
☏ +32 2 282 22 89
@wioletta.wojewodzka@cor.europa.eu

Audiovisual Service
☏ +32 2 282 25 32
@ Stephanie.Paillet@cor.europa.eu

Photo Service
@ photoCoR@cor.europa.eu

..................................................

n  EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK (EIB)

The EIB, based in Luxembourg, is the EU’s ‘ ‘home 
bank’, a nonprofit long-term lending institution, 
whose shareholders are the member states. As a 
‘policy-driven bank’, it collects funds on the market 
to support investments and projects which further 
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EU policy goals, within and outside the EU. It has 
aquired even more importance with the launch of 
the so-called ‘Juncker Plan’ for strategic investments 
for Europe. Its press service can be very helpful for 
journalists who need information and details on the 
Bank’s policy and the projects it supports. 

H	 L-2950 Luxembourg
☏ +352 43 79 1
w http://www.eib.org

..................................................

n  EUROPEAN OMBUDSMAN  

Emily O’Reilly 
H	 Avenue du Président Robert Schuman 1
 CS 30403
 F-67001 Strasbourg Cedex
☏ +33 3 88 172 313

H	 Rue Wiertz
 B-1047 Brussels
w https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu

Gundi Gadesmann
Head of Communication
H	 Rue Montoyer 30
 1047 Brussels 
☏ +32 2 284 26 09
O +32 475 34 89 93
@ gundi.gadesmann@ombudsman.europa.eu
U @GundiGadesmann

Honor Mahony
Press Officer
H	 Rue Wiertz Montoyer 30
 1047 Brussels

☏ +32 2 283 47 33
O +32 473 94 00 11
@ honor.mahony@ombudsman.europa.eu
U @honormahony

..................................................

n EUROPEAN ANTI-FRAUD OFFICE (OLAF) 

H	 Rue Joseph II 30 1000 Brussels
w https://ec.europa.eu/anti_fraud

Silvana Enculescu
Spokesperson
☏  +32 2 298 17 64
@ olaf-press@ec.europa.eu

..................................................

n  EUROSTAT, statistical office of the EU 

H	 Bâtiment Joseph Bech
 Rue Alphonse Weicker 5
 L-2721 Luxembourg

For news releases
☏ +352 430 133 444
@ eurostat-pressoffice@ec.europa.eu
U @EU_Eurostat

For specific information end extraction of 
statistical data 
☏ +352 430 133 408
@ eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu

Head of press office
Tim Allen
☏ +352 430 133 444
@ tim.allen@ec.europa.eu

..................................................

n THE EUROPEAN AGENCIES 

CdT, translation center for the bodies 
of the European Union 

H	 Bâtiment Droschbach
 Rue Guillaume Kroll 12E
 L-1882 Luxembourg
☏ +352 421 71 11
@ cdt@cdt.europa.eu
w https://cdt.europa.eu

..................................................

CEDEFOP, european center fort the development 
of vocational training Europe 123

H	 570 01 Thessaloniki (Pylea), Greece
☏ +30 2310 490111
w http://www.cedefop.europa.eu

Brussels office
H	 Rue de Spa 3
☏ +32 2 299 10 93 

..................................................
CPVO Community Plant Variety Office

H	 3 boulevard Maréchal Foch
 49000 Angers, France
☏ +33 2 41 25 64 00
@ cpvo@cpvo.europa.eu
w www.cpvo.europa.eu

..................................................

ECDC - European centre for disease prevention 
and control 

H	 Tomtebodavägen 11a
 171 65 Solna, Sweden

☏ +46 8 58 60 10 00
@ info@ecdc.europa.eu

Press office 
☏ +46 8 58 60 16 78
@ press@ecdc.europa.eu
ecdc.europa.eu/en/about-us/ecdc-press-room

..................................................

ECHA – European Chemicals Agency

H	 Annankatu 18
 00120 Helsinki, Finland
☏ +358 9 6861 80

Press contacts
@ press@echa.europa.eu

Hanna-Kaisa Torkkeli
☏ +358 9 6861 8287

Mikko Väänänen
☏ +358 9 6861 8658

Nedyu Yasenov
☏ +358 9 6861 8989

Päivi Jokiniemi
☏ +358 9 6861 8638

Paul Trouth
☏ +358 9 6861 8399

..............................................

EEA – European Environment Agency

H	 Kongens Nytorv 6
 1050 Copenhagen K, Denmark 
☏ +45 3336 7100
w www.eea.europa.eu 
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Katja Rosenbohm
Head of Communications
@ katja.rosenbohm@eea.europa.eu 
O +45 2364 6454

..................................................
EFCA – European Fisheries Control Agency

H	 Avenida García Barbón 4
 E-36201 Vigo – Spain
☏ +34 986 12 06 10
@ efca@efca.europa.eu
w http://efca.europa.eu

..................................................

EFSA - European Food Safety Authority

H	 Via Carlo Magno 1A
 43126 Parma, Italy
☏ +39 0521 036 111
w http://www.efsa.europa.eu 
U @efsa_eu

Press Contact 
☏ +39 0521 036 149
@ Press@efsa.europa.eu

..................................................

EIGE – European Institute for Gender Equality

H	 Gedimino pr. 16
 01103 Vilnius, Lithuania 
@ eige.sec@eige.europa.eu
☏ +370 5 215 7444
w http://eige.europa.eu
..................................................

EMCDDA – European Monitoring Centre for 
Drugs and Drugs Addiction

H	 Praça Europa 1, Cais do Sodré

 1249-289 Lisbon, Portugal
☏ +351 211 21 02 00

Kathryn Robertson
Head of sector, Media relations and marketing
☏ +351 211 21 02 00/32
w http://www.emcdda.europa.eu

..................................................

EMA – European Medicines Agency

H	 30 Churchill Place
 Canary Wharf
 London E14 5EU, United Kingdom
☏ +44 20 3660 6000

EMA Press office
☏ +44 20 3660 8427
@ press@ema.europa.eu
w http://www.ema.europa.eu

..................................................

EMSA – European Maritime Safety Agency

H	 Praça Europa 4
 Cais do Sodré
 1249-206 Lisbon, Portugal 
☏ +351 211 209 200

Andrea Tassoni
Head of Communication
@ information@emsa.europa.eu
w http://www.emsa.europa.eu

..................................................

ENISA – European Network and Information 
Security Agency

H	 P.O. Box 1309,
 710 01 Heraklion - Crete – Greece

 Vassilika Vouton, 700 13 Heraklion, Greece
☏ +30 28 14 40 9710

Press office
@ press@enisa.europa.eu
☏ +30 28 14  40 94 576
w https://www.enisa.europa.eu

..................................................

ERA – European Railway Agency

H	 120 rue Marc Lefranq
 59300 Valenciennes, France
☏ +33 32 709 65 00
w http://www.era.europa.eu

..................................................

ETF – European Training Foundation 

H	 Villa Gualino, Viale Settimio Severo 65
 10133 Torino, Italy
☏ +39 011 630 22 22
@ info@etf.europa.eu
w www.etf.europa.eu

..................................................

EU-OSHA – European Agency for Safety 
and Health at Work

H	 12 Santiago de Compostela
 48003 Bilbao, Spain
☏ +34 944 358 400

Brigitte Müller
Press officer
☏ +34 944 358 359
@ news@osha.europa.eu

Berenda O’Brien
Press officer in Brussels

☏  +32 2 401 68 59
O +32 477 17 57 70
w www.osha.euroa.eu

..................................................

EUROFOUND - European foundation for the 
improvement of living and working conditions
Wyattville Road 

H	 Loughlinstown, Dublin 18, Ireland
☏ + 353 1 204 31 00
@ information@eurofound.europa.eu

Brussels Liaison Office
H	 Avenue d’Auderghem, 20
 B – 1040 Brussels, Belgium
☏ +32 2 280 64 76
 +32 2 230 51 61
7	+32 2 280 64 79
@ Eurofound.brusselsoffice@eurofound.
europa.eu 

Head of the Brussels Liaison Office
Pierre Baussand
@ Pierre.Baussand@eurofound.europa.eu

Head of Information and Communication
Mary McCaughey
@ Mary.McCaughey@eurofound.europa.eu

..................................................

Europol

H	 Eisenhowerlaan 73
 2517 KK The Hague, The Netherlands
☏ +31 70 302 5000

Media phone line for journalists
☏ + 31 70 302 5001
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..................................................

FRA - European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights

H	 Schwarzenbergplatz 11
 A-1040 Vienna, Austria
☏ +43 1 580 30 0
@ information@fra.europa.eu
@ (press): media@fra.europa.eu
w http://fra.europa.eu

..................................................

FRONTEX - European Border and Coast Guard 
Agency 

H	 Plac Europejski 6 
 00-844 Warsaw, Poland
☏ +48 22 205 95 00 
w http://frontex.europa.eu

Press contact 
Izabella Cooper - Spokesperson
☏ (48 22) 205 95 35
O (48) 667 667 292

Ewa Moncure
Spokesperson
☏ +48 22 205 96 35
O +48 785 001 374
@ press@frontex.europa.eu

..................................................

OHIM - Office for Harmonisation in the Internal 
Market 

H	 Avenida de Europa 4
 E-03008 Alicante, Spain
☏ +34 965 13 91 00
@ information@euipo.europa.eu
w euipo.europa.eu

Press and media team
Laura Casado
☏ +34 965 13 89 34
@ Laura.CASADO@euipo.europa.eu

Ruth McDonald
☏ +34 965 13 76 76
@ Ruth.MCDONALD@euipo.europa.eu

OT H E R  E U  I N S T I T U T I O N S   
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Overshadowed in the daily news by the European 
institutions, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(www.nato.int) is for most Brussels’ correspond-
ents a secondary interest, unless there is an interna-
tional security crisis going on.

Although thousands of diplomats and officials from 
the 29 member states and several so-called partner 
nations fill the headquarters in Evere on the north side 
of town, NATO does not provide the daily information 
stream like the EU does. There are no daily midday 
briefings, partly because NATO is not a supra-national 
organisation as the EU is, and can only talk on behalf 
of its members when a consensus is reached.

The highest policy-making and decision-taking body 
is the NATO Council, meeting every Wednesday in 
Brussels at the level of permanent representatives 
(ambassadors) and chaired by the secretary-general. 
The council meets also at least two times a year in 
Foreign Ministers format, and at least two times at 
the level of Ministers of Defense. Once every two 
years a NATO Summit of heads of state and govern-
ment is held, mostly in one of the member states.

There are no press conferences after the weekly 
Council meetings, but from time to time briefings are 
organised about current events. When the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs or Defense meet at NATO head-
quarters, a press center is available to accredited 
correspondents, with press conferences given by 
the secretary-general and ministers. Ministerials are 
often preceded by background briefings by the NATO 

spokesperson and high-ranking officials. The national 
delegations have their own media arrangements.

NATO is unique in Brussels in that all national del-
egations are housed in the same complex along the 
Boulevard Leopold III since 1967, including that of 
Russia – a partner nation – although Russian dip-
lomats and military personnel do not have the same 
access as those of the member states.

Journalists with an accreditation can visit the ‘pub-
lic’ wing of the headquarters – with a media center, 

restaurant, shops, a bank and a post office. Access 
to the strictly secured official part of the complex and 
the national delegations offices is restricted, and only 
possible on invitation and escorted by an official or 
diplomat.

On the other side of the Boulevard Leopold III a total-
ly new NATO headquarters has been built that should 
be operational in spring 2018.
The NATO Media Operations Center can be reached at 
☏ +32 2 707 50 41
@ moc@hq.nato.int

Official spokesperson is Oana Lungescu. 
@ lungescu.oana@hq.nato.int

The media operations center, also dealing with ac-
creditations, is headed by Damien Arnaud. 
☏ +32 2 707 50 38 
@ arnaud.damien@hq.nato.int

To get a permanent NATO press card (to be renewed 
every year), see under ACREDITATION on page 12. 

N ATO   I N T E R N AT I O N A L  O R G A N I S AT I O N S
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n  ALBANIA 
Erinda BOCI
@ Erinda.boci@mfa.gov.al
☏ +32 2 707 993

n  BELGIUM
Elisa CASTALDO
@ Elisa.castaldo@diplobel.fed.be
☏ +32 2 707 60 72

n  BULGARIA
Vassela STOEVA
@ vstoeva@bg-nato.be
☏ +32 2 707 28 25

n  CANADA
Rory NISAN
@ rory.nisan@international.gc.ca
☏ +32 2 707 71 35

n  CROATIA
Marko FILIPCIC
@ Marko.filipcic@mvep.hr
☏ +32 2 707 24 59

n  CZECH REPUBLIC
Petr SVEPES
@ Petr_svepes@mzv.cz
☏ +32 2 707 17 28

n  DENMARK
Jeppe KEHLET
@ jepkeh@um.dk
☏ +32 2 707 61 05

n  ESTONIA
Kati KIISVERK
@ kati.kiisverk@mfa.ee
☏ +32 2 707 95 06

N ATO  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  O R G A N I S AT I O N S

n SPOKESPERSONS OF NATO DELEGATIONS (as of January 1st 2018)

n  FRANCE
Mathias STROBEL
@ Mathias.strobel@diplomatie.gouv.fr
☏ +32 2 727 74 18

n  GERMANY
Matthias BRAUN
@ pr-1-na@brue.auswaertiges-amt.de
☏ +32 2 727 76 45

n  GREECE
Maria DIAGOUMA
 Diagouma.maria@mfa.gr
☏ +32 2 707 67 26

n  HUNGARY
Tünder GERELYES-IVANYIK
@ Tivanyik@mfa.gov.hu
☏ +32 2 707 11 77

n  ICELAND
Steina PALSDOTTIR
@ sp@mfa.is
☏ +32 2 707 50 89

n  ITALY
Hanna PAPPALARDO
@ hanna.pappalardo@esteri.it
☏ +32 2 707 62 14

n  LATVIA
Rihards BAMBALS
@ Rihards.bambals@mfa.gov.lv
☏ +32 2 707 28 06

n  LITHUANIA
Marijus NELIUPSIS
@ Marijus.neliupsis@urm.lt
☏ +32 2 707 28 51

n  LUXEMBOURG
Marie-Jeanne DOS SANTOS
@ Mariajeanne.dossantos@mae.etat.lu
☏ +32 2 707 50 94

n  MONTENEGRO
Dijana TUCI
@ dijana.tuci@mfa.gov.me
☏ +32 2 707 10 74

n  THE NETHERLANDS
Anna VAN ZOEST
@ Anna-van.zoest@minbuza.nl
☏ +32 2 707 66 07

n  NORWAY
Mathias RONGVED
@ mathias.rongved@@mfa.no
☏ +32 2 707 63 99

n  POLAND
Rafal DOMISIEWICZ
@ rafal.domisiewicz@msz.gov.pl
☏ +32 2 707 14 56

n  PORTUGAL
Filipe ORTIGAO
@ Filipe.ortigao@mne.pt
☏ +32 2 707 64 08

n  ROMANIA
Geta MEDELEANU
@ Geta.medeleanu@romanianato.com
☏ +32 2 707 96 14

n  SLOVAKIA
Lubomir TOKAR
@ lubomir.tokar@mzv.sk
☏ +32 2 707 97 06

n  SLOVENIA
Urska KRAMBERGER-MENDEK
@ urska.kramberger-mendek@gov.si
☏ +32 2 707 24 47

n  SPAIN
Belén YUSTE ROJAS
@ belen.yuste@maec.es
☏ +32 2 707 65 05

n  TURKEY
Fatma PASAOGLU
@ fatma.pasaoglu@mfa.gov.tr
☏ +32 2 707 68 21

n  UNITED KINGDOM
Gareth ROBERTS
@ Gareth.roberts@fco.gov.uk
☏ +32 2 707 75 30

n  UNITED STATES
Jack HILLMEYER 
@ HillmeyerJJ@state.gov
☏ +32 2 724 31 12
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..................................................

n AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN, AND PACIFIC 
GROUP OF STATES (ACP) 

H	 Avenue Georges Henri 451
 B - 1200 Brussels, Belgium
@ info@acp.int
☏ +32 2 743 06 00
w http://www.acp.int

Ms Josephine Latu-Sanft
Communications & Media Relations Officer
☏ +32 2 743.06.17
@ latu@acp.int

..................................................

n COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

Not to be confused with the Council of the European 
Union or the European Council. It is the continent’s 
main human rights organization, with 47 member 
states, including Russia, Ukraine and Turkey.

OT H E R   IN T E R N AT ION A L  OR G A NI S AT ION S

Brussels office
H	 85, Avenue des Nerviens
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 230 41 70
w @CoEinBrussels

Press contact
Andrew Cutting
☏ +32 2 235 05 09
@ andrew.cutting@coe.int

Strasbourg Office
H	 Avenue de l’Europe 
 F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex, France
☏ +33 3 88 41 20 00
w www.coe.int

Daniel Holtgen
Director of Communications and Spokesperson for the 
Secretary General and the Deputy Secretary General
☏ +33 3 90 21 50 20
O +33 6 68 29 87 51
@ daniel.holtgen@coe.int
w @CoESpokesperson
..................................................

n EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AT COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

H	 67075 Strasbourg CEDEX 
 France
☏ + 33 3 88 41 20 18 
w www.echr.coe.int

..................................................
n EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION 
(EFTA) 

H	 Rue Joseph II, 12-16 
 1000 Brussels 
☏ +32 2 286 17 11 
@ mail.bxl@efta.int
w www.efta.int

Thorfinnur Omarsson
Senior Information and Communication Officer
☏ +32 2 286 17 19
O +32 473 33 49 20
@ tom@efta.int

..................................................

n INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL 
FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA (ICTY) 

H	 Churchillplein 1
 2517 JW The Hague, The Netherlands
w http://www.icty.org
☏ +31 70 512 5210
 +31 70 512 5882
 +31 70 512 5271
@ press@icty.org
w http://www.icty.org/en/press

..................................................

n EUROCONTROL – EUROPEAN 
ORGANISATION FOR THE SAFETY OF AIR 
NAVIGATION 

H	 Rue de la Fusée 96
 1130 Brussels 
☏ +32 2 729 90 11
@ infocentre@eurocontrol.int
w www.eurocontrol.int

Press contact
☏ +32 2 729 34 19 / 50 95
@ press@eurocontrol.int

..................................................

n INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (UN) 

H	 Peace Palace
 Carnegieplein 2
 2517 KJ The Hague, The Netherlands

☏ +31 70 302 23 23
w http://www.icj-cij.org/en
@ information@icj-cij.org

Information Department 
Mr. Andrey Poskakukhin
First Secretary of the Court, Head of Department 
☏ +31 (0)70 302 2336

..................................................

n UNRIC - UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL 
INFORMATION CENTRE FOR WESTERN 
EUROPE 

H	 Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155
 Block C2 – 7th floor
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 788 8484
@ info@unric.org
w http://www.unric.org

..................................................

n UNITED NATIONS – UN/UNDP OFFICE 
IN BRUSSELS 

H	 Rue Montoyer 14
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 505 46 20
@ brussels.office@undp.org
w http://www.unbrussels.org
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L O B B Y  G R O U P S   I N T E R N AT I O N A L  O R G A N I S AT I O N S

It can seem at times that almost everyone in Brussels is lobbying for or against something. The lobbying industry 
is one of the city’s fastest growing sectors, with a virtual explosion of lobbying and consultancy firms with an 
estimated 15,000 lobbyists. Besides hosting receptions for EU professionals, the bigger lobbying companies 
sponsor many of the public debates and exhibitions that make Brussels such a stimulating place to be for 
reporters. However their communications should always be checked against other sources.

A full list of lobby firms and political consultancies can be found in the European Public Affairs Directory 
(available from www.dodonline.co.uk) and in the EU stakeholder directory (www.stakeholder.eu). A few 
big ones are:

n  AIRLINES FOR EUROPE (A4E)

H	 Rue du Luxembourg 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 27 93 09 11
@ @contact@a4e.eu
w www.A4E.eu

..................................................

n  BUSINESSEUROPE

H	 Av. de Cortenbergh 168
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 237 65 11
@ main@businesseurope.eu
w www.businesseurope.eu/

Sofiya Yevchuk
Press and Media Adviser
☏ +32 2 237 65 03
@ s.yevchuk@businesseurope.eu

..................................................

n  COPA-COGECA – Agriculture umbrella 
organisation

H	 Rue de Trèves 61
 1040 Brussels

☏ +32 2 287 27 11
@ mail@copa-cogeca.eu
w http://www.copa-cogeca.be

..................................................

n  CER – Community of European Railways

H	 Avenue des Arts 53
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 213 08 70
@ contact@cer.be
w http://www.cer.be

Press and Communications
Eva BÖCKLE
Head of Communications
@ eva.boeckle@cer.be
☏ +32 2 213 08 90

..................................................

n  EUROCHAMBRES – Association 
of European Chambers of Commerce

H	 Avenue des Arts, 19 A/D
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 282 08 50 
@ eurochambres@eurochambres.eu 
w http://www.eurochambres.eu

Luis Piselli
Press & Communications Officer
☏ +32 2 282 08 92
@ piselli@eurochambres.eu

..................................................

n  CEFIC - The European Chemical Industry 
Council

H	 Avenue E. van Nieuwenhuyse, 4 box 1  
 1160 Brussels 
☏ + 32 2 676 72 11 
w http://www.cefic.org

..................................................

n  The European Consumer Organisation 
(BEUC)

H	 Rue d’Arlon, 80 Bte 1
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 743 15 90

Press contact
@ press@beuc.eu
w www.beuc.eu

Communications Department
Johannes Kleis
☏ +32 2 789 24 01
@ communications@beuc.eu

..................................................

n  EUFIC – European Food Information Council

H	 Sablon Tower, 12th Floor
 Rue Joseph Stevens 7
 1000 Brussels

☏ +32 2 506 89 89
@ eufic@eufic.org
w http://www.eufic.org

Press contact
Head of Communications 
Sofia Kuhn
☏ +32 2 506 89 89
@ sofia.kuhn@eufic.org

..................................................

n  ETUC— European Trade Union Confederation

H	 Boulevard Roi Albert II, 5
 1210 Brussels
@ etuc@etuc.org
☏ +32 2 224 04 11

Head of Press and Communications 
Julian Scola  
☏ +32 2 224 04 30 
@ jscola@etuc.org
w www.etuc.org

..................................................

n  ETUI - European Trade Union Institute

H	 Boulevard du Roi Albert II, 5 box 4
 1210 Brussels
☏ +32 2 224 04 70
@ etui@etui.org
w www.etui.org

Head Communication & Publications

Willy De Backer
☏ +32 2 224 05 09
O +32 485 18 58 79
@ wdebacker@etui.org
..................................................
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n  EWL EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LOBBY

H	 Rue Hydraulique 18
 1210 Brussels
☏ +32 2 217 90 20
@ ewl@womenlobby.org
w www.womenlobby.org
U @EuropeanWomen

Elvira Buijink
Communications & Media Officer
@ buijink@womenlobby.org
U @elvirabui

..................................................

n  NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 

n  Amnesty International European Institutions 
Office

H	 Avenue de Cortenbergh 4th floor
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 502 14 99 
@ eio@amnesty.org

Alison Abrahams
Media and Communications Manager
@ alison.abrahams@amnesty.org
☏ +32 2 548 27 73
w http://www.amnesty.eu

..................................................

n  HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

H	 Rue de Trèves 45
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 732 20 09

L O B B Y  G R O U P S   

Press contact
☏ +32 2 737 14 96 (pressdesk)
Jan Kooy
Senior Press Officer, Europe
@ kooyj@hrw.org
w www.hrw.org
U @KooyJan
..................................................

n  Platform of European Social NGO’s

H	 Square de Meeûs 18
 1050 Brussels, 
☏ +32 2 511 37 14
@ platform@socialplatform.org
w www.socialplatform.org

Helen Joseph
Communications & Media Officer
..................................................

n  European Citizen Action Service (ECAS)

H	 Avenue de la Toison d’Or 77
 1060 Brussels
☏ +32 2 548 04 90
@ info@ecas.org

Huw Longton
Communication and Outreach Coordinator
☏ +32 2 548 04 92
@ huw.longton@ecas.org
w http://ecas.org
..................................................

n  Greenpeace European Unit

H	 Rue Belliard 199
 1040 Brussels, 
@ european.unit@greenpeace.org
☏ +32 2 274 19 00
w http://www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/
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Mark Breddy
☏ +32 2 274 19 11
@ pressdesk.int@greenpeace.org
..................................................

n  FRIENDS OF THE EARTH

H	Mundo-b building,
 Rue d-Edimbourg 26
 1050 Brussels 
@ info@foeeurope.org
☏ +32 2 893 10 00
w http://www.foeeurope.org

Press contact 
☏ +32 2 893 10 10 
O +32 485 93 05 15
@ francesca.gater@foeeurope.org
@ paul.hallows@foeeurope.org
..................................................

L O B B Y  G R O U P S   I N T E R N AT I O N A L  O R G A N I S AT I O N S

n  WWF European Policy Office

H	 Rue Du Commerce 123
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 743 88 00
@ wwf-epo@wwf.eu
w www.wwf.eu
U @WWFEU

Sarah Azau
Senior Communication & Media Officer
☏ +32 2 743 88 06
@ sazau@wwf.eu

....

..............................................

n  THINK TANKS

Originally imported into Brussels from countries such 
as the United States and the United Kingdom, think 
tanks have expanded in number over recent years. 
They can be a godsend to EU journalists because 
their policy experts really do know their stuff. But 
a word of caution: many Brussels-based ones are 
funded by the European institutions, making objec-
tivity difficult.

H	 Bruegel
 Rue de la Charité 33
 1210 Brussels

Press contact 
@ sean.gibson@bruegel.org
☏ +32 2 227 42 88
w http://bruegel.org

..................................................

n  CEPS - Centre For European Policy Studies

H	 Place du Congres 1
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 229 39 11
@ info@ceps.eu

Harold Tor
Press officer
☏ +32 2 229 39 70
@ harold.tor@ceps.eu
w www.ceps.eu

..................................................

n  CER - Centre for European Reform

H	Great College Street 14
 Westminster, London
☏ +44 20 7233 1199
@ pressoffice@cer.eu 

H	 Square Ambiorix 10
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 899 9144
w http://www.cer.eu
.................................................

n  EUROPEAN POLICY CENTRE (EPC)

H	 Rue du Trône/Troonstraat 14-16
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 231 03 40

Rebecca Castermans
Press Officer
☏ +32 2 235 08 84
w http://epc.eu

..................................................

n  FRIENDS OF EUROPE

H	 Rue de la Science 4
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 893 98 19
@ info@friendsofeurope.org
w http://www.friendsofeurope.org

..................................................

n  GERMAN MARSHALL FUND 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

H	 Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 238 52 70
@ infobrussels@gmfus.org

Press contact
Sarah Halls
Communications Officer
☏ +32 484 49 10 78
@ shalls@gmfus.org
w http://www.gmfus.org
..................................................

n  THE LISBON CONCIL

H	 IPC Residence Palace
 Rue de la Loi 155
 1040 Brussels
☏ +32 2 647 95 75
w http://www.lisboncouncil.net

..................................................

n  NOTRE EUROPE

H	 Rue de Milan 19
 75009 Paris
☏ +33 1 44 58 97 97 
@ info@delorsinstitute.eu
w http://www.institutdelors.euTobias Schwarz/AFP/Getty Images
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OV E R V I E W   T H I S  I S  B E L G I U M

the liberal Open VLD and the center right CD&V)  and 
only one French-speaking, the liberal MR. To keep 
the language parity intact, the MR has half of the 
ministerial posts.

The federal parliament is composed of two cham-
bers. The Chamber of Representatives exercises the 
main legislative power: proposing and voting laws, 
parliamentary control of the government. The Sen-
ate is responsible for the Constitution. It has evolved 
since 2014 to a ‘contemplation chamber’ and a place 
where the different regions and communities meet 
and talk.

Name: Kingdom of Belgium
Form of Government:  Constitutional   
 parliamentary   
 monarchy
King:  Philippe of Belgium
Prime minister:  Charles Michel
Inhabitants:  11.491.346 (2017)
Area: 30.528 km/2
National anthem:  Brabanconne
Languages: Dutch (60%), 
 French (39%),   
 German (0,7%) 

n FEDERAL

The federal state retains important powers in the area 
of foreign policy, national defense, justice, finance, 
social security, and parts of health and domestic af-
fairs. The supervision of the police force, decisions 
on nuclear energy and state-owned companies are 
also a federal task. 

The federal government executes these competenc-
es. The current government, led by prime minister 
Charles Michel, is composed of four political parties, 
three Dutch-speaking (the Flemish nationalist N-VA, 

Welcome in the Kingdom of Belgium, a country with 
11 million inhabitants at the heart of Europe. Bel-
gium has three official languages, Dutch, French and 
German. Most Belgians also have a good knowledge 
of English.

The capital of Belgium is Brussels. That city also 
hosts the European institutions and the seat of NATO, 
the defense organization of the West.
The composition of a federal layer, three regions and 
three communities makes Belgium a complex coun-
try. In these pages we try to guide you through the 
different structures of governance.
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The Chamber of Representatives has 150 members, 
elected directly by universal suffrage. The members 
of the 60-seat strong Senate are not elected. Fifty 
of them are appointed by the regional parliaments 
through a fixed key to make sure that the different 
parliaments and language groups are represented; 
the other ten are appointed by the political parties on 
the basis of the election results for the Chamber (six 
Dutch-speaking and four French-speaking). 

OV E R V I E W   T H I S  I S  B E L G I U M

n REGIONAL

The redistribution of power in Belgium occurred along 
two lines: language and economic interests. The lan-
guage-line resulted in three ‘communities’; the eco-
nomic division of power resulted in three ‘regions’.

Part of the Belgian decision making has gradually 
been transferred to the three regions: the Flemish 

Region, the Walloon Region and the Brussels Capital 
Region. The regions are responsible for their own 
economy, agriculture, transport, energy, environment, 
public infrastructure and foreign trade. 

The three communities are organized across lan-
guage lines (Dutch, French and German) and are 
responsible for matters like education and culture.

n SEVEN PARLIAMENTS

The result of this federal structure are that Belgium 
has seven parliaments and governments, including 
the Senate and the Chamber. The laws regional par-
liaments adopt are called decrees. 

In Flanders, the Flemish Community and the Flem-
ish Region are merged. Therefore there is only one 
Flemish Parliament and one Flemish government, 
seated in Brussels.

The Walloon region also has a parliament and an 
executive, with their seat in Namur. 

The Brussels Capital Region has its own parliament 
and executive. 

There is also a separate parliament for the 
French-speaking community, formed by the 75 
elected members of the Walloon parliament and 
19 French-speaking members of parliament of the 
Brussels Region. 

The small German-speaking Community has its own 
government and parliament in Eupen in the east of 
Belgium.

n NO HIERARCHY
The communities and the regions have the power 
to establish and maintain foreign relations. Unlike in 
other federal states, there is no hierarchy in Belgium 
between the different levels of goverment.
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n  THE MINISTERS AND THEIR 
SPOKESPERSONS  

n CHARLES MICHEL
Prime minister

H	 Rue de la Loi 16
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 501 02 11
@ charles.michel@premier.fed.be

Spokespersons
Frédéric Cauderlier (FR)
☏ +32 476 33 41 84
@ frederic.cauderlier@premier.fed.be

Barend Leyts (NL)
☏ +32 486 22 68 65
@ barend.leyts@premier.fed.be 

..................................................

n KRIS PETERS
Vice-prime minister, minister for employment, economy, 
consumer affairs and international trade
H	 Rue Ducale 61

 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 233 51 11
@ info@peeters.fed.be

Spokespersons
Miet Deckers
☏ +32 475 76 65 26
@ miet.deckers@peeters.fed.be 

Didier Deweerdt
☏ +32 473 86 16 36
@ didier.deweerdt@peeters.fed.be 

..................................................

n JAN JAMBON
Vice prime minister, minister for home affairs and 
security, government buildings

H	 Rue de la Loi 2
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 504 85 26
@ kabinet.jambon@ibz.fgov.be
w http://jambon.belgium.be

Spokespersons
Anne Laure Maligneaux (FR)
☏ +32 497 47 16 08
@ annelaure.mouligneaux@ibz.fgov.be 

Olivier Vanraemdonck
☏ +32 470 99 91 01 
@ olivier.vanraemdonck@ibz.fgov.be 

..................................................

n ALEXANDER DE CROO
Vice prime minister, minister for development and 
cooperation, digital agenda, telecommunications and 
postal services

H	 Tour des Finances
 Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 50/61
 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 792 99 00
@ info@decroo.fed.be
w http://www.decroo.belgium.be

Spokesperson
Tom Meulenbergs
☏ +32 473 73 33 12
@ tom.meulenbergs@decroo.fed.be

..................................................

n DIDIER REYNDERS
Vice prime minister, minister of foreign and European 
affairs, responsible for the federal institutions

H	 Rue des Petits Carmes 15
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 501 82 11
@ contact.reynders@diplobel.fed.be
w http://diplomatie.belgium.be

Spokespersons
John Hendrickx (NL)
☏ +32 2 501 39 20
O +32 494 57 79 65
@ john.hendrickx@reynders.fed.be

David Maréchal (FR)
☏ +32 2 501 38 45
O +32 478 42 19 15
@ david.marechal@reynders.fed.be 

..................................................

n SOFIE WILMES
Minister for the budget, national lottery
Tour des Finances

H	 Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 50/156 
 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 220 20 11
@ info@wilmes.fed.be
w http://wilmes.belgium.be

Spokesperson
Steve Detry
☏ +32 473 56 77 04
@ steve.detry@wilmes.fed.be 

..................................................

n KOEN GEENS
Minister of Justice

H	 Boulevard de Waterloo 115
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 542 80 11
@ info.cabinet@just.fgov.be
w http://just.fgov.be

Spokesperson
Sophie Lacoere
☏ +32 475 50 55 50
@ sieghild.lacoere@just.fgov.be 

..................................................

n MAGGIE DE BLOCK
Minister for Social Affairs and Public Health
Tour des Finances

H	 Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 50/175
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 528 69 00
@ Info.maggiedeblock@minsoc.fed.be
w http://www.deblock.belgium.be/en

Spokespersons
Audrey Dorigo
☏ +32 475 77 84 03
@ audrey.dorigo@minsoc.fed.be

Tijs Ruysschaert
☏ +32 478 39 40 52 
@ tijs.ruysschaert@minsoc.fed.be 

T H E  F E D E R A L  G OV E R N M E N T   B E L G I U M

A full list of all federal ministries, departments, agencies and institutions and their spokespersons can be found 
at http://presscenter.org/en/contacts?tid=All
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..................................................

n DANIEL BACQUELAINE
Minister of Pensions

H	 Egmont 1
 Rue des Petits Carmes 15
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 501 38 55 / 56
@ info@bacquelaine.fed.be
w http://bacquelaine.belgium.be/en

Spokesperson
Koen Peumans
☏ +32 473 81 11 06
@ koen.peumans@bacquelaine.fed.be

..................................................

n JOHAN VAN OVERTVELDT
Minister of Finances and the fight against fraud

H	 Rue de la Loi 12
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 574 80 00
@ info@kcfin.be
w http://vanovertveldt.belgium.be/en

Spokesperson
Ferry Comhair
☏ +32 479 65 86 24
@ Ferry.Comhair@kcfin.be 
..................................................

n DENIS DUCARME
Minister for Small and Medium Enterprises, 
Agriculture and Social Integration

H	 Avenue de la Toison d’Or 87
 1060 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 250 03 03
@ info@ducarme.fgov.be
w http://ducarme.belgium.be/fr

..................................................

n MARIE CHRISTINE MARGHEM
Minister for Energy, the Environment and Sustainable 
Development

H	 Rue de la Loi 51
 1040 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 790 57 11
@ info@marghem.fed.be
w http://marghem.belgium.be/fr

..................................................

n STEVEN VANDEPUT
Minister of Defence, and the Civil Service

H	 Rue Lambermont 8
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 441 52 00
@ info@vandeput.fgov.be
w http://www.vandeput.belgium.be/en

Spokespersons
Béatrice Collin
☏ +32 472 96 00 27 
@ Beatrice.Collin@vandeput.fgov.be 

Laurence Mortier
☏ +32 477 96 26 82
@ Laurence.mortier@vandeput.fgov.be 

..................................................

n FRANCOIS BELLOT
Minister for Mobility, Belgocontrol and the national 
railways

H	 Rue Ernest Blerot 1
 1070 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 238 28 00
@ info@bellot.fed.be
w http://bellot.belgium.be

Spokespersons
Jasper Pillen
☏ +32 472 78 89 17
@ jasper.pillen@bellot.fed.be 

Sylviane Wilante
☏ +32 473 87 15 55
@ Sylviane.wilante@bellot.fed.be 

..................................................

n PHILIPPE DE BACKER
State secretary for the fight against social fraud, 
privacy protection and the North Sea

H	 Tour des Finances
 Boulevard du Jardin Botanique 50/155
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 528 65 99
@ info@debacker.fed.be
w http://www.philippedebacker.be

Spokesperson
Lotte Vanderstockt
☏ +32 477 47 18 32
@ lotte.vanderstockt@debacker.fed.be 
..................................................

n ZUHAL DEMIR
State secretary for the fight against poverty, equal 
chances, handicapped people, science policy and 
big city issues

H	 Boulevard du Roi Albert II, 33 boîte 1
 1030 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 574 85 00
@ info@zuhal.fed.be
w www.zuhaldemir.be

Spokesperson
Bart Suys
☏ +32 470 71 61 40
@ bart.suys@zuhal.fed.be

..................................................

n THEO FRANCKEN
State secretary for Asylum and Migration

H	 Rue Lambermont 2
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 206 14 21
@ kab.francken@ibz.fgov.be
w http://ibz.fgov.be

Spokespersons
Katrien Jansseune
☏ +32 471 20 95 23
@ katrien.jansseune@ibz.fgov.be 

..................................................

n PIETER DE CREM
State secretary for international trade

H	 Rue Ducale 61
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 233 51 11
@ info@decrem.belgium.be

Spokesperson
Erik Eenaerts
☏ +32 477 54 75 03
@ erik.eenaerts@decrem.belgium.be 

..................................................

n THE ROYAL PALACE

H	 Rue Brederode, 16
 1000 Bruxelles
☏ +32 2 551 20 20

Spokesperson
Patrick Renault

w http://www.monarchie.be

T H E  F E D E R A L  G OV E R N M E N T   B E L G I U M
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..................................................

n GERMAN SPEAKING COMMUNITY

OLIVIER PAASCH
Prime-minister

H	 Klötzerbahn 32
 4700 Eupen
☏ +32 87 78 96 13
@ kab.paasch@dgov.be

Spokesperson
Serge Heinen
☏ +32 87 78 96 16
@ serge.heinen@dgov.be

Jo De Witte (NL)
☏ +32 2 506 32 14
O +32 478 45 22 86
@ jdewitte@gov.brussels
w http://be.brussels

................................................

n WALLOON REGION

WILLY BORSUS
Prime-minister

H	 Rue Mazy 25-27
 5100 Namur
☏ +32 81 33 12 11
w http://borsus.wallonie.be

Spokesperson
Pauline Bievez
O +32 477 38 45 01
@ pauline.bievez@gov.wallonie.be
w www.gouvernement.wallonie

..................................................

n FLANDERS

GEERT BOURGEOIS
Prime-minister

H	 Martelaarsplein 19
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 552 60 00
@ kabinet.bourgeois@vlaanderen.be

Spokesperson
Lisa Lust
@ lisa.lust@vlaanderen.be
w www.vlaanderen.be

..................................................

n FEDERATION WALLONIA-BRUSSELS

RUDY DEMOTTE
Prime-minister

H	 Place Surlet de Chokier 15-17
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 801 72 11
w http://demotte.cfwb.be/

Spokesperson
Delphine Van Bladel
O +32 476 60 02 61
@ jeremie.demeyer@gov.cfwb.be
w www.federation-wallonie-bruxelles.be

.................................................

n BRUSSELS CAPITAL REGION

RUDI VERVOORT
Prime-minister

H	 Hertogstraat 7-9
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 506 32 11
@ info.vervoort@gov.brussels
w www.rudivervoort.be

Spokespersons
Lidia Gervasi (FR)
☏ +32 2 506 32 32
O +32 483 59 18 31
@ lgervasi@gov.brussels

R E G I O N A L  G OV E R N M E N T S   B E L G I U M

Belgium has five regional or language-oriented governments: one each for Flanders, Wallonia-Brussels, the 
Brussels Capital Region, the French speaking community and  the German speaking community. Each has a 
prime-minister, ministers, cabinets and its own bureaucracy.
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H OW  TO  G E T  T H E R E   B R U S S E L S

n AIRPORT

Brussels National Airport (BRU) offers air travel to destinations across Europe and the globe. The airport is 
located in Zaventem, about 10 kms east of the city. Its main user is Brussels Airlines, which is no longer Belgian 
but a subsidiary of Germany’s Lufthansa.

Express trains take you from the airport’s underground station to the city center – six times an hour in 15 minutes 
to the Brussels-Nord, Brussels-Central and Brussels-Midi stations, and three times an hour in the same time to 
Brussels-Schuman – the station right underneath the European Commission and European Council headquarters.

A ticket to town will cost you € 9. ncluded is a special € 5,25 surcharge (called Diabolo) for travellers to and 
from the airport. This surcharge was introduced in 2009 and was then and is now still highly controversial, but 
unavoidable if you need to travel by train to the airport.
There are also much cheaper direct bus connections to various city locations. A ticket on buses from De Lijn 
will cost you between € 2,00 (online) or € 3,00 (on the bus). A special STIB/MIVB express busline (#12) 

n ARRIVING IN BRUSSELS connects the airport with the European quarter for double those amounts. A 25-minute taxi ride to the city will 
set you back a staggering € 45 to € 50, and even more the other way.

Brussels South Charleroi Airport (CRL) is located 60 kms south of Brussels and is almost exclusively served by 
low-cost airlines, like Ryanair and Wizz. A shuttle bus leaves every half hour from the Midi-station to the airport.

n PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Brussels has a pretty decent public transport system, run by STIB-MIVB. It is fully integrated, so that you can 
travel seamlessly by metro, tram or bus. Single tickets start at € 2,10 if bought before travel, €  2,50 if bought 
onboard trams or busses, roundtrip tickets are double that. There are several kinds of multiple-travel ticket 
formulas, and 24/48/72 hours tickets especially interesting for tourists (for € 7,50/€ 14/€ 18). All information 
and timetables can be found on www.stib-mivb.be).

n TAXIS

Official, licensed taxis charge a fixed rate of € 2,40 (€ 4,40 after 22:00h) and € 1,80 per kilometer within the 
Brussels district boundaries, or € 2,70 outside that.

n DRIVING

Driving by car in Brussels can be a nightmare. it is by far the most congested city in Belgium, with traffic jams 
everywhere, especially in the inner city and during rush hours – but the latter are starting earlier and ending later 
more and more. Within the inner city ring you may not drive faster than 30 kms/hour, but that is hardly enforced. 
Since January 1st 2018 a low-emission law is in place, banning older diesel powered cars (Euro1-norm) from 
entering the city 24 hours a day. In 2019 this will be extended to Euro2 cars.

n CYCLING

Traveling the city by bicycle can be challenging, not only because of the differences in altitude, but also because 
of the lack of proper bycicly paths and the aggressive driving style of the Belgian car drivers. If you don’t have you 
own bike you can rent city bikes at many locations all over town. The Villo!-scheme is the most widely available 
(www.villo.be). You can return the bike to any location. The first half hour is free-of-charge. 
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L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L S   B E L G I U M

Welcome in Brussels, the Belgian capital and the de 
facto capital of Europe. When we say ‘Brussels’ we 
mean officially the ‘Brussels Capital Region’. This re-
gion consists of nineteen municipalities. One of these 
‘communes’ is Brussels, the heart of the old town. 
Each of the nineteen municipalities has its own mayor 
and council. 

Brussels is a multilingual and multicultural city, 
with French and Dutch as ‘official languages’. The 
Brussels region is split into six police zones. The 
demarcation of these zones does not coincide with 

municipal frontiers. Consider this a typical Belgian 
way of surrealism. 
The most famous painting of Belgian surrealist artist 
René Magritte pictures a pipe while writing in the 
legend underneath the image ‘Ceci n’est pas une 
pipe’ – this is not a pipe.

Strolling into Brussels you will find very diverse 
towns, villages and neighborhoods. You can discover 
them slowly, on foot or bike, by tram or bus. You can 
rent a bike at Villo: you never have to walk more 
than 450 meters to find a terminal. Or you can cross 

the city form north to south on a tramway. The Tram 
museum (Avenue de Tervueren 364, 1150 Woluwe-
Saint-Pierre) offers a glimpse of life in Brussels a 
century ago. In the summer and on special occasions 
historic ‘open’ trams with wooden seats are pressed 
back into service and offer enjoyment to kids and 
their parents.

The 44 tram, for example, takes you from Square 
Montgomery to Tervuren at the Royal Museum for 
Central Africa. The museum reopens in 2018 after a 
lengthy renovation. Also the surrounding park in Ter-

vuren is a popular destination. It is part of the densely 
wooded Foret de Soignes (Zoniënwoud in Dutch).
 
n THE CAPITAL CITY

The grandeur of the city is easy to discover walk-
ing along the Rue de la Loi. Start uphill at the Parc 
Cinquantenaire (Jubelpark), only a few steps away 
from the European quarter around ‘Rond Point Schu-
man’. Rond point means roundabout. 
Next to the roundabout there are two large buildings, 
the Y-shaped European Commission building, known 
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as the Berlaymont (the name of the destroyed nun-
nery at that place) and on the opposite side the pink 
granite building of the Council of Ministers, where 
decisions are taken. This building is often called 
‘Ceaucescu’ because it is big and unattractive, like the 
palace of the former Romanian communist leader.
Far more beautiful is the new ‘Europa’ building of 
the European Council,  next to the council building. 
This architectural highlight is shaped in the form of a 
giant lamp, inside, and finished with small wooden 
parts on the outside. Next to this brand new Europa 

Building is the Residence Palace, a beautiful Art 
Nouveau monument, now serving as the international 
press center.

Walking further down the Rue de la Loi, there is the 
metro station Maalbeek, which was partly destroyed 
in the Brussels terror attack in march 2016. During 
this walk you already get a glimpse of the buildings of 
the European Parliament, on your left side. 
To head to the European Parliament, walk to the 
Parc du Luxembourg, or to the Belliard Street. There 

you find the stairs of the Esplanade. This big open 
walking space connects different buildings of the 
European Parliament with the Place de Luxembourg. 
This nice old place is a neighborhood with lots of 
cafés and restaurants. Many of the people working 
in the European institutions gather there for a drink, 
especially on Thursday evening. This is where you 
can meet everybody!

Back in the Rue de la Loi, you can walk to the ‘Bel-
gian’ center around the ‘Parc de Bruxelles’.  Around 
this geometrical Park you will find the Belgian par-
liament on one side and the Royal Palace on the 
other.  In this Parc Belgians celebrate National Day 
on July 21st. The day starts with a military parade 
and a flypast. In the park there is a fancy fair with 
amusement for young and old and at the end of the 
day there are fireworks.

The Rue Royale, longing the Park, leads to the Place 
Royale. In this neighborhood are located the most 
important museums in the city. A must is the new 
BELvue museum, that illustrates the history of Bel-
gium and the royal family. On the opposite side of the 
Place Royale there is the recently opened Magritte 
Museum, with its rich selection of paintings and ar-
tefacts of the surrealist artist.

Almost adjacent is the Old Masters Museum, with 
many masterpieces. Few steps further away there is 
also the Modern Art Museum and the Fin-de-siècle 
Museum dedicated to the 1900s. In the middle of the 
Place Royale stand the statute of Geoffroy of Bouil-

lon. He led the first crusade to the Holy Land in 1099.
Another pearl nearby is the Musical Instruments Mu-
seum (Rue Montagne de la Cour, 2), located in a 
magnificent Art Nouveau building of glass and cast 
iron, that was formerly the Old England department 
store. On the top floor there is an airy restaurant with 
a large terrace form which there are breathtaking 
views.

n PLACES TO SEE IN BRUSSELS

The area around Place Sainte Catherine (there 
is a metro station).

The church of Sainte Catherine has recently been ren-
ovated. This restoration entailed the disappearance 
of the last 19th century urinal in the city of Brussels, 
a green metal and marble construction attached to 
the side of the church. Don’t worry, there are plenty 
of nice cafés and meeting places around. There are 
many fish restaurants in this area. The Quai aux Bri-
ques and the Quai du Bois for instance have a more 
popular name: the fish market. It is a very large street 
with ponds in the middle.

In the 19th century, soon after the creation of the Bel-
gian state, Brussels built an extensive network of 
canals, of which the ponds around Sainte Catherine 
are leftovers. This water network made transport of 
goods efficient and popular. The heavy polluted river 
Senne (Zenne) was also at that time ‘buried’ under-
ground. These canals gave Brussels a direct link with 
the port of Antwerp. 

L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L S   B E L G I U M
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The fontain at one end of the ponds commemorates 
mayor Anspach, who was responsible for putting the 
polluted river Senne underground. At the other end of 
the fish market, Square des Blindés, is a monument 
for ‘The Soldier Pigeon’, pigeons used in the first 
world war to carry messages. Many of these pigeons 
died on duty. Some of them were even awarded mili-
tary medals. The monument has been restored on the 
occasion of the 100th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Great War. The  monument for a pigeon is – 
again – typically Belgian surrealism.

The industrial past of the area is palpable in many 
of the houses around the canals. Le Laboureur (the 

ploughman) is an ‘estaminet’ or drinking place for 
workers. The interior is relatively unaltered and often 
used for period film locations. They offer typical food, 
like cheese with celery salt or ‘croquettes de cre-
vettes’. The Greek Strofilia restaurant (Rue du Marché 
aux Porcs 11-13) is housed in an old 17th century 
wine depot, with storage in specially built cellars. 

In the neighborhood of Place Sainte Catherine there 
was also a ‘beguinage’, begijnhof in Dutch, a me-
dieval ‘walled’ quarter for women, who vowed to 
remain chaste and to obey their mother superior. But 
unlike nuns they lived in their own small houses and 
were allowed to work and earn a living. They sold 

handworks and helped in hospitals. Belgium has 24 
of such béguinages. The most famous are in Bruges, 
Ghent and Lier. In Brussels only the church of Saint 
John the Baptists of the beguinage survived.

n GRAND PLACE

The center of old Brussels is of course the central 
square or Grand Place. The place is breathtaking, 
with the gilded baroque decoration of the guild hous-
es of butchers, brewers, bakers and candle-makers. 
All the buildings around the Grand Place are packed 
with fascinating historical and architectural detail. The 
place is big, always full of life and beauty.
Every year in July, the ‘Ommegang’ is celebrated 
here, a commemoration of the triumphant entry of 
emperor Charles V in Brussels. Even today descend-
ants of the nobility participate in the event, dressed 
in period clothes.
One house requires special attention: la Maison du 
Cygne (Swan House). Nowadays it is an upmarket 
restaurant. In the nineteenth century, it was a popular 
drinking place where Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
debated and sketched out the ideas that resulted in 
their Communist Manifesto.
Near the Grand Place, Manneken Pis requires an 
obligatory visit. Tourists flock every day to see him 
dressed in every conceivable uniform. All these 
clothes are donated.
Walk to the Place de la Monnaie, where the Brussels 
Opera house was rebuild after a fire in 1855. The 
Opera House can be visited every Saterday at 12 
from September to June. On your way you pass by 

L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L S   B E L G I U M
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the café Le Cirio, with its 19th century interior. From 
La Monnaie head up Rue de l’Ecuyer to a historical 
pub, A la Mort Subite (‘sudden death’) in the Rue 
Montagne aux Herbes Potagères. This pub sells local 
beers and is very popular.
Cross the street and enter the Galeries Royales 
Saint Hubert, a beautiful indoor gallery with ex-
quisite shops, an art cinema, the art deco Taverne 
du Passage and the Museum of Letters and Man-
uscripts.
The city center around the nineteenth century Stock 
Exchange, La Bourse, is now pedestrianized. There 
are playgrounds and tables in the middle of the road. 
Nearby, the Halles Saint Géry, formerly a meat mar-
ket, is now a café and exhibition space. The whole 
area has been re-urbanised by the cosmopolitan 
young crowd. 
In the Rue Dansaert, chic boutiques, exotic restau-
rants and specialist shops emerged. It is also here 
that in the 1990s the first shop of Le Pain Quotidien 

n A PRESS WALK
There is a special ‘press walk’ in Brussels, 
starting at La Monnaie, the Brussels Opera 
House. The Belgian revolution started here in 
1830. The tour ends at the museum of comic 
books, in the company of the Belgian comic 
hero en journalist Tintin.
For information on timing and price of the 
guided tour, look at La Fonderie: 
https://tinyurl.com/yakf547a

L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L S   

started, a bread restaurant and snack where guests 
share one big table. The Boulevard D’Anspach is 
peppered with second hand record and CD shops. 
Rue du Midi remains a haven for collectors – wheth-
er of stamps, coins, postcards or toy soldiers.
Opposite the Gare Centrale, you reach Mont des Arts 
with the Bibliothèque Royale, the Royal Library. 
Nearby, at the Grand Sablon (Grote Zavel in Dutch) 
there is a market for antique or other objects every 
Saturday and Sunday. 

n GREEN SPACE

The Foret de Soignes (Zoniënwoud), to the south of 
Brussels, was once an exclusive hunting reserve for 
the nobility. It is the largest beech forest in Europe 
and is today a vital green space where people love 
to go for walks, to run, horse ride, meet their friends 
or eat out.
Another green space is the Bois de la Cambre (Ter-
kamerenbos), with massive trees and a lake. The 
restaurant Chalet Robinson is an attractive place to 
be, especially in the sunshine.
The Parc du Cinquantenaire  was created on the 
50th anniversary of Belgium. It is dominated by the 
triumphal ‘arc’ from where the long avenue lined with 
chestnut trees leads to Tervuren.
Near the Royal Palace in Laken there is a large park 
area open to public. The Royal Greenhouses are 
opened for the public a few days in spring.

n THEATRES  

La Bellone
Maison du Spectacle
H	 Rue de Flandre 46
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 513 33 33
@ infos@bellone.be
w www.bellone.be

Beursschouwburg
H	 Rue Orts 20-28
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 550 03 50
w www.beursschouwburg.be

Les Brigittines
H	 Petite Rue des Brigittines
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 213 86 10
@ info@brigittines.be
w www.brigittines.be

Bronks Theater
H	 Rue du Marché aux Porcs 15-17
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 219 99 21
@ info@bronks.be
w www.bronks.be

Center for Fine Arts (BOZAR)
H	 Rue Ravenstein 23
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 507 82 00
w www.bozar.be

Cultural centre Riches-Claires
H	 Rue des Riches-Claires 24
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 548 25 80
@ accueil@lesrichesclaires.be
w www.lesrichesclaires.be

Kaaitheater
H	 Square Sainctelette 19
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 201 59 59
@ info@kaaitheater.be
w www.kaaitheater.be

Le jardin de ma sœur
H	 Rue du Grand Hospice
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 217 65 82
w www.lejardindemasoeur.be

Royal Flemish Theatre (KVS)
H	Quai aux Pierres de Taille 7
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 210 11 12
@ info@kvs.be
w www.kvs.be

Théâtre National de la Communauté 
Wallonie-Bruxelles
H	 Bld Jacqmain 111-115
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 203 41 55
@ info@theatrenational.be
w www.theatrenational.be

Théâtre de Poche
H	 Chemin du Gymnase 1A
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 649 17 27
@ info@poche.be
w www.poche.be

Théâtre de la Place des Martyrs
H	 Place des Martyrs 22
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 223 32 08
w www.theatre-martyrs.be

C U LT U R E  &  R E C R E AT I O N
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L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L  S  C U LT U R E  &  R E C R E AT I O N

Théâtre des Galeries
H	Galerie du Roi 32
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 512 04 07
w www.trg.be

Théâtre du Rideau de Bruxelles
Théâtre en rénovation
Administration : 
H	 Rue Thomas Vinçotte 68
 1030 Brussels
☏ +32 2 737 16 00/01

Théâtre La Montagne Magique
H	 Rue du Marais 57
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 210 15 90
@ info@montagnemagique.be
w www.theatremontagnemagique.be

Théâtre La Samaritane 
H	 Rue de la Samaritaine 16
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 511 33 95 
w www.lasamaritaine.be

Théâtre Les Tanneurs
H	 Rue des Tanneurs 75
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 512 17 84
@ info@lestanneurs.be
w www.lestanneurs.be

Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie/De Munt
H	 Place de la Monnaie
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 229 12 00
w www.lamonnaie.be

Théâtre Royal De Toone
H	 Rue Marché aux Herbes 66
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 511 71 37

@ woltje@skynet.be
w www.toone.be

Théâtre Royal du Parc
H	 Rue de la Lois 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 505 30 30
@ info@theatreduparc.be
w www.theatreduparc.be

Le Botanique
H	 Rue Royale 236
 1210 Brussels
☏ +32 2 218 37 32
@ info@botanique.be

Ancienne Belgique
H	 Boulevard Anspach 110
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 548 24 84
@ cr@abconcerts.be

Forest National
H	 Avenue Victor Rousseau 208
 1190 Brussels
☏ +32 3 400 69 70
@ info@sportpaleisgroep.be
w www.forest-national.be

n MUSEUMS 

The Brussels Museum Council
w www.brusselsmuseums.be

Old masters Museum
H	 Rue de la Régence 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 508 32 11
w fine-arts-museum.be/en/museums/musee-
oldmasters-museum

Modern Art Museum
H	 Rue de la Régence 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 508 32 11
w fine-arts-museum.be/en/museums/musee-
modern-museum

Magritte Museum
H	 Rue de la Régence 3
 Place Royale 1-2
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 508 32 11
w www.musee-magritte-museum.be/

Fin de Siècle Museum
H	 Rue de la Régence 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 508 32 11
w fine-arts-museum.be/en/museums/musee-
fin-de-siecle-museum

Bibliotheque Royale de Belgique
H	 Librarium (Entrance Mont des Arts)
 Bld de l’Empereur 2
 1000 Brussels

☏ +32 2 519 53 11
w www.kbr.be/librarium/

Printing Museum – Imprimarium
H	 Bld de l’Empereur 2
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 519 53 56

Musée royal de l’Armée et d’Histoire militaire
H	 Parc du Cinquantenaire 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 737 78 11
w www.klm-mra.be

Belgian Comic Strip Centre
H	 Rue des Sables 20
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 219 19 80

Musée Horta
H	 Rue Américaine 25
 1060 Brussels
☏ +32 2 543 04 90
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Autoworld Brussels
H	 Parc du Cinquantenaire 11
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 736 41 65
w Autoworld.be

Cinquantenaire Museum
H	 Parc du Cinquantenaire 10
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 741 73 31
w www.kmkg-mrah.be

CINEMATEK
H	 Rue Baron Horta 8
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 511 19 19
w www.cinematek.be

Archives and the Museum of Modern 
Architecture
H	 Rue de l’Ermitage 55
 1050 Ixelles
☏ +32 2 642 24 62
w http://aam.be/en/

La Loge 
H	 Kluisstraat 86
 1050 Brussels
☏ +32 2 644 42 48
@ info@la-loge.be
w www.la-loge.be

Musée des Sciences Naturelles
H	 Rue Vautier 29
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 627 42 11
w www.naturalsciences.be

Train World
H	 Place Princesse Elisabeth 5
 1030 Scharbeek
☏ +32 2 224 74 98
w www.trainworld.be

Coudenberg – Ancien Palais de Bruxelles
H	 Place des Palais 7
☏ +32 2 500 45 54
w www.coutenberg.brussels

Musée Marc Sleen 
H	 Rue des Sables 33-35
 1000 Brussels
w www.marc-sleen.be

Ixelles Museum
H	 Rue Jean van Volsem 71
 1050 Brussels
☏ +32 2 515 64 21
w www.museedixelles.irisnet.be

De Markten
H	Oude Graanmarkt 5
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 512 34 25
@ demarkten@demarkten.be
w www.demarkten.be

David and Alice Van Buuren Museum
H	 Avenue Leo Errera 41
 1180 Brussels
☏ +32 2 343 48 51
w www.museumvanbuuren.be

n CINEMAS 

UGC DE BROUCKERE
H	 Place De Brouckère 38 
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 78 15 43 21

ACTORS STUDIO
H	 Petite Rue des Bouchers 16
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 512 16 96

L I F E  I N  B R U S S E L  S  C U LT U R E  &  R E C R E AT I O N

AVENTURE
H	Galerie du Centre
 Rue des Fripiers 57
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 219 92 02

NOVA
H	 Rue d’Arenberg 3
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 511 24 77
w www.nov-cinema.org

n GUIDED TOURS OF BRUSSELS 

GGB GUIDES
H	 Rue Paul Hankar 17
 1180 Brussels
O + 32 477 02 02 30
@ guides@guidesbrussels.be
w www.guidesbrussels.be

Brussels Sight-Jogging
w www.brusselssightjogging.com

Cactus&Co – unusual bike rides
w www.cactus.brussels

Once Upon a Time in Brussels
☏ +32 2 850 60 90
@ info@onceinbrussels.be
w www.onceinbrussels.be

ARAU – Atelier de Recherche et d’Action 
Urbaines
H	 Bld Adolphe Max 55
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 219 33 45
@ info@arau.org

Arkadia
H	 Rue de Namur 10
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 319 45 60

ProVelo 
H	 Rue de Londres 15
 1050 Brussels
☏ +32 2 502 73 55
@ info@provelo.org
w www.provelo.org

The Chatterbus
H	 Rue des Tanneurs 58-62
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 673 18 35
w www.bruxellesbavard.be

Voir et Dire Bruxelles : Explore Brussels
H	 Avenue Brugmann 405
 1180 Brussels
☏ +32 2 319 50 01
@ info@explore.brussels
w www.explore.brussels

La Fonderie
H	 Rue de Ranfort 27
 1080 Brussels
☏ +32 2 410 99 50
w www.lafonderie.be

Brussels by Water
H	Quai des Péniches 2bis
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 203 64 06
w www.brusselsbywater.be

Rivertours Brussels
H	 Bld d’Ypres 84
 1000 Brussels
☏ +32 2 218 54 10

Hop on/ Hop off
@ info@citysightseeingbrussels.be
w www.citysightseeingbrussels.be
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O U T S I D E  B R U S S E L S   B E L G I U M

Belgium is a compact country and so there are many interesting destinations within easy reach of Brussels.

n BRUGES

One of the most beautiful and archetypical towns in Europe, with its numerous canals and historic buildings 
which bear witness to it having been an important commercial and artistic city. Particularly important are the 
City Hall, a 14th century gothic masterpiece, the cathedral, the Groeninge Museum dedicated to Flemish painting 
and the museum in the former Sint Janshospitaal, with an entire wing dedicated to the 15th century painter 
Hans Memling.

n GHENT

Once a city-state in the Middle Ages, Ghent is an 
important city for art and tradition as well as a mod-
ern industrial centre. Lying at the confluence of two 
rivers, Ghent is in turn linked to the sea by a major 
canal and is an important port. Visit Sint Baafs Ca-
thedral, the Gravensteen Castle, the Belfort and the 
scenic medieval masterpiece that is the waterfront.

n ANTWERP

Belgium’s second largest city, the principal port of the country and a major centre for industry, commerce and 
higher education. Its cathedral, besides being the largest, is also one of the most important in Belgium. It contains 
numerous works of art, especially several masterpieces by Rubens. Well worth visiting is the Grote Markt, the main 
square with the renaissance Town Hall. No visit to Antwerp is complete without visiting the house of Rubens, which 
the artist amplified and decorated lavishly in the Flemish baroque style.

n LEUVEN

Leuven, about 25 kilometres east of Brussels, is 
home to a prestigious university – one of the old-
est in Europe, founded in 1425 – and to a dynamic 
high-tech industry, some of it spun off from academic 
research, as well as the headquarters of the world’s 
largest brewers. The 15th century late gothic Town 
Hall is particularly noteworthy.
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n BOUILLON

Just on the Belgian side of the border with France, 
Bouillon is a popular tourist destnation and a base for 
exploring the Ardennes. Its most prominent feature is 
the castle, construction of which began in 733. Its 
most illustrious occupant was Godefroid de Bouillon, 
commander of the first Crusade.

n IEPER/YPRES

The small town of Ieper (Ypres) is western Belgium 
was almost completely rebuilt after the devastation 
of the First World War. The cemeteries, monuments 
and war museums in and around Ieper are the major 
attraction for visitors seeking to gain insight into the 
magnitude of that conflict. Every evening of the year 
at excatly 8pm buglers sound the ‘Last Post’ sym-
bolic of a final farewell to fallen comrades (www.
lastpost.be).
Located in the faithful reconstruction of the 14th 

century textile market hall that was razed during the 

war is the In Flanders Fields Museum, presenting the 
history of the First World War in the Flanders front 
region.

kenhal
 Grote Markt 34
 8900 Ieper
☏ +32 57 23 92 20
@ flandersfields@ieper.be
w www.flandersfields.be

n WATERLOO

Waterloo lies 20 kilometres south of Brussels and is the site of the Battle of Waterloo of June 1815, when the 
army of Napoleon was defeated by a coalition of British, Dutch and German forces. The major attraction is the 
Butte du Lion, rising 40 meters above the countryside, topped with a massive bronze statue of a lion. You can 
climb to the top for a panoramic view of the battle site. At the foot of the mound is the Panorama de la Bataille, 
a 360-degree painting from 1912 in a circular building, recreating the battle. Interesting is also the Musée 
Wellington in the former headquarters of the victorious British commander the Duke of Wellington.
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